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• LABOUR REPORT UNVEILS SHOCK FIGURES 


You need to earn 
£250k a year to buy 
house in borough 


BUYING a house in Kensington and 
Chelsea is now so expensive that more than 
99 per cent of Britain could not afford to 
live here - anyone wanting to buy an aver¬ 
age home in the borough needs to earn at 
least £250,000 a year. 

That is the shock finding of a new report on the pro¬ 
hibitive cost of housing in the Royal Borough by the 
Labour Parliamentary candidate for Kensington, Dr 
Rod Abouharb (pictured). 

His report, “Housing In Kensington”, reveals that 
house prices in the borough are now so pricey that an 
average home is out of the reach of 99.4 per cent of 
Britain’s workforce. 

Dr Abouharb, a lecturer at University College Lon¬ 
don, who has made the inequitable state of housing his 
main campaign issue, has revealed the super-rich bor¬ 
ough to be a no-go area for normal people. 

His damning report shows that the average price of 
a home in Kensington and Chelsea is now £1.2 million 
and to afford one on a mortgage, home-hunters need 
to earn £250,000 - £120-an-hour earnings achieved by 
only 0.6 per cent of UK workers. 

The startling survey also reveals that a major cause 
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of the sky-high cost of homes is because prices are 
jacked-up by no-show investment owners who buy in 
the borough but never move in. 

“There are 89,000 residential properties in 
Kensington and Chelsea, of which 25,000 
do not have electors,” says Dr Abouharb’s 
report. 

“One in 50 is empty, and one in 10 is 
either empty or second homes. In some 
wards like Golborne almost none are 
empty; in other wards like Queen’s 
Gate one in five are empty or second 
homes”. 

Dr Abouharb’s research has uncovered 
startling statistics that the borough is a 
honey pot for second homers. 

Secret tax havens 

“There are 9,303 second homes in Kensington and 
Chelsea, 11,733 residents of the borough have a sec¬ 
ond home elsewhere in the UK, and 17,794 residents 
have a second home outside the UK,” he says. 

His report also reveals that an astonishing 5,838 
homes, 7.3 per cent of properties in Kensington and 
Chelsea are owned by companies registered in an off¬ 
shore secrecy jurisdiction or tax haven. 

He adds: “Between December 2013 and July 2014 
Kensington and Chelsea lost 220 homes in total. This 
is due to a combination of de-conversions, amalgama¬ 
tions and demolition, and new homes built. 

“Meanwhile, 63 per cent of children in Golborne 



Ward live in overcrowded homes. 

“In 2012 there were 800 ‘housing gains’, which are 
planning approvals, but only 100 were built. Some of 
these are held back to increase the price. 

“The average home in the royal borough now costs 
£1.2m. To afford a mortgage on an ‘average’ home 
you need to earn £250,000 a year. To buy a shared 
ownership home in North Kensington you need to 
earn £45,000 for a one-bed, or £60,000 for a 
two-bed flat. 

“The median income is £100,000, but 
the mean average is just £30,000. In 
North Kensington the median income is 
just £15,000 a year.” 

Dr Abouharb, who personally op¬ 
poses a mansion tax as it is currently 
proposed, wants instead to stop the 
flood of rich foreign buyers who buy 
property in Kensington just to make 
them more money and to introduce a new 
home banding system that stings those 
with pots of cash. 

His report reveals that the Sultan of Brunei, 
who has a £12 Billion fortune and whose collection 
of 7,000 cars reportedly includes 600 Rolls Royces 
and 300 Ferraris, pays just £190 per month in Band H 
council tax for his 16-bedroom mansion in Kensing¬ 
ton Palace Gardens. 

“But set against that is an old lady in a three-bed¬ 
room council home in North Kensington who pays 
£150 a month for her Band G property, just £10 a 
week less than the Sultan. How can that be right?” 
said Dr Abouharb. 

“Residents tell me of their concerns about the Man- 

■ TURN TO PAGE 3 


Westway protest gathering pace 


A NEW group called Westway 23 has been 
formed to fight plans by the Westway Trust 
to develop Portobello Village. 

The iconic area is currently used to house 
traditional market stalls and campaigners 
claim the plans to develop the 23 acres 
under the Westway are being pushed 
through with minimal consultation with 
local residents and traders. 

The area has been managed by the West¬ 


way Trust, a charity set up for the commu¬ 
nity to safeguard the area after so many 
houses were demolished when the Westway 
was opened 44 years ago. 

A recent protest meeting was told by Nhail 
Stone, of One Voice One Community: “We 
are united as we are all part of the area. 
This will have a serious effect on the com¬ 
munity. People will have to move to other 
areas.” Full story on page 3 
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'I want more visitors to experience London'says Mayor 


Making London top cultural destination 


T he Mayor of London Boris John¬ 
son has unveiled his vision to 
build on London's success as a 
top destination for culture hungry vis¬ 
itors. 

Four out of five travellers say culture is 
their main reason for coming to London and 
a new report published this week shows cul¬ 
tural tourists spent £7.3 billion in 2013, gener¬ 
ating £3.2 billion for our economy and 
supporting 80,000 jobs in the capital. 

London's top 20 attractions account for 90 
per cent of visits by tourists, but the success 
of events and attractions like Secret Cinema, 
which draws almost 50 per cent of it audience 
from outside the capital, and the weekend 
crowds heading to places like Brick Lane and 
Borough Market, suggest tourists also have 
an appetite for more local and niche activities 
that will provide more 'authentic' cultural ex¬ 
periences. 

The Mayor of believes more needs to be done 
to maximise the full potential of culture in the 
capital. His vision is to enable it to increase its 
economic impact further, creating jobs and, in 
a hugely competitive global market for inter¬ 
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national travellers, en¬ 
suring the future sus¬ 
tainability of cultural 
organisations both 
large and small, all 
over the city. 

The Mayor of London 
Boris Johnson said: 
'Cultural tourism gen¬ 
erates billions for our 
economy, but we are up 
against other great des¬ 
tinations like New 
York, Paris, Amster¬ 
dam and Berlin who 
are also competing for 
the attentions of the 
savvy traveller. We cel¬ 
ebrate our world-class 
museums, galleries, 
theatres and concert 
halls in the heart of the 
city, but we must stop underselling the cornu¬ 
copia of other cultural riches to be found right 
across the capital. 

'I want more visitors to experience London as 
the glorious garden of culture we as Londoners 


know it to be. We want them to enjoy the giant 
oak trees of our world-class major cultural in¬ 
stitutions, but also to dig deeper into the under¬ 
growth and savour the wild flowers of our 
quirkier and more off-beat attractions.' 

Around 1,000 Londoners recently responded to 
a poll asking them to choose a hidden cultural 
gem they would recommend to a tourist. The 
survey produced a diverse array of responses, 
from Denis Severs' House in Folgate Street E2 
to the antique shops in Lillie Road, Fulham; 
from the Isabella Plantation in Richmond Park 
to the Bussey Building in Peckham; and from 
the William Morris Gallery in Walthamstow, to 
the Oval Theatre in Lambeth. 

Powerful economic case 

Parks, historic pubs and pie and mash shops 
also appeared, but the suggestions barely 
scratch the surface. City Hall is now working 
with the capital's promotional agency London 
and Partners, Visit Britain, the Association of 
Leading Visitor Attractions and cultural lead¬ 
ers to investigate how partnerships, collabora¬ 
tive working and more effective use of 
marketing and resources can be used to pro¬ 
mote more of what London has to offer tourists 
wanting to spread their cultural net more 


widely. There is a powerful economic case, with 
the potential for more tourists spending locally 
- and wanting to return. 

Gordon Innes, CEO of London & Partners, 
said: 'London is home to some of the world's 
most famous big institutions with an incredibly 
rich and diverse cultural offering. They are cen¬ 
tral to why overseas visitors come here. Pro¬ 
moting the breadth of these cultural riches to 
the millions of international visitors coming to 
London each year is central to the work of Lon¬ 
don & Partners.' 

Munira Mirza, Deputy Mayor for Education 
and Culture, said: 'It is vital that we keep rein¬ 
vigorating the London experience. As impor¬ 
tant as iconic symbols of London are in the 
promotion of London, it is not sustainable to 
keep recycling stereotypes of Bobbies, 
Beefeaters and bowler hats. 

“From rooftop cinema shows to immersive 
theatre in unusual locations we want to cre¬ 
ate a bigger cultural bucket list of experi¬ 
ences that adds to our great institutions. We 
want visitors to feel they are getting a trip 
that is unique to them, that will make them 
want to return.' 
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NEWS FROM KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 


Locals want more say in Portobello Village plan 


STIRRINGS under the Westway are getting 
louder as a group of locals gathered to ask 
for more of a say in what happens in Notting 
Hill is gaining voice. 

At the meeting someone said that ironically, as locals 
feel anger at the top down decisions being made that 
are affecting Notting Hill lives and could fragment our 
community, the fury and injustice caused is pulling the 
community together. 

Calling itself Westway23 a group formed three 
weeks ago to fight plans by the Westway Trust to 
knock down the iconic canopy roof over the vintage 
clothes, young designers, organic vegetable, sitting 
area on Portobello next to the Westway. The space, still 
reserved for traditional market stalls, is called Porto¬ 
bello Village which includes part of the road. It is in 
the early consultation stage and will look “for illustra¬ 
tion purposes only”. 

Speakers at the meeting felt there has been minimal 
consultation with local residents about a major change 
to part of the 23 acres under the Westway (hence the 
name, Westway23) which was given to the community 
after so many houses were knocked down and there 
was so much disruption to lives 44 years ago when the 
Westway was built. The Westway Trust is a charity set 


This article is published 
courtesy of the 
Notting Hill Post website 

up for the community and to safeguard the area. Some 
at the meeting argued that this is no longer the case 
and several other boroughs have since become in¬ 
volved. There was a strong feeling that the Westway 
Trust have produced something that excludes people 
from the community and there was a general feeling 
of mistrust. 

Cafe cosing down 

Headed up by Nhail Stones of One Voice Commu¬ 
nity Collective who says: “We are united as we are all 
part of this area. In 1971 the land was given over to 
the community, that is the history of the 23 acres ... it 
was left to the community to rebuild what was left. 
Even the room we are in now, Cafe Nova, is being 
closed down. This will have a serious effect on the 
community. People will have to move to other areas.” 

Here are some of the comments made during this 
week’s meeting: 

• An architecture firm was chosen by Westway Trust. 
“There should have been an international architectural 


Labour claim the elderly 
could be forced out of London 


■ FROM PAGE ONE 

sion Tax as currently proposed. Our older population 
could be driven out of London and this could skew 
demographics in Kensington. The system must be 
properly refined. 

“We need an extensive new banding formula so that 
those owning very-high value properties make a re¬ 
alistic contribution to their local community. 

“Investors can gain £2,000 a week in capital growth 
on a £850,000 property just by leaving it empty. We 
need to look at other ways to discourage overseas in¬ 
vestors from dumping money in Kensington and 
Chelsea property.” 

Dr Abouharb says that if elected as Kensington’s 
MP he will press for a five-point plan for a massive 
housing programme to provide homes for all pock¬ 
ets. 

• Increase the supply of genuinely-affordable 
homes. “We will build new council homes using re¬ 
cent funding reforms and work with housing partners 
to secure new social housing which can be allocated 
to local people.” 

# Tackle rogue landlords and rip-off letting agents. 
“We will use the powers to curb the worst excesses 
in the private rented sector and tackle rogue landlords 
with appropriate interventions such as fines, unan¬ 
nounced inspections and environmental health en¬ 
forcement. We will challenge rip-off letting agent 


fees and continue to lobby for reforms such as longer 
term tenancies and controllable rents.” 

# Build homes for London’s growing population. 
“We will work with developers, housing associations 
and local communities to build homes of all types and 
tenures that will meet the needs of London’s growing 
population. We will ensure low-cost homeownership 
schemes are available to help first time buyers strug¬ 
gling to get on the housing ladder. We will work to 
unlock stalled schemes that could deliver thousands 
of homes quickly and identify brown field and pub- 
lically owned sites that could be utilised.” 

# Bring empty homes back into use. “The majority 
of empty homes in the capital are in private hands. 
We will use powers such as increasing council tax on 
properties empty for more than 6 months and use a 
combination of loans and grants for building works 
to enable families to live in them once again. We will 
continue to lobby for stronger powers to tackle the 
problem of overseas buyers leaving properties 
empty.” 

# Create jobs and apprenticeships in the building in¬ 
dustry. “We will use our powers to make sure new 
housing developments produce jobs and apprentice¬ 
ships for ordinary Londoners. We will encourage the 
use of local supply chains and ensure all jobs created 
are paid at least the London Living Wage.” 


competition for such an iconic site. Come up with 
something really imaginative. The public could vote 
for the one they like,” someone at the meeting said, 
“instead of just thrusting something on the commu¬ 
nity.” 

• Several important facilities on land next to or under 
the Westway have already been given marching orders 
by Westway Trust, including the West London Stables 
riding school westway and RBKC has moved Maxilla 
Children’s Centre and Nursery School save-maxilla to 
Golborne Road, where there is no garden. 

• Westway Trust is a charitable trust for the local 
community but now benefits surrounding London bor¬ 
oughs. The group asked why ameneties are closing 
down in Portobello, which is the area the trust was set 
up to protect. 

• Someone else argued: “If we build over the place 
we can no longer use the space for a variety of uses 
and the canopy provides open space.” 

Authentic character 

Phil Dibsdale, Senior Development Consultant for 
Westway Trust says: “We will be working closely with 
the local community to ensure that the proposed Por¬ 
tobello Village improvements reinforce the distinct 
and authentic character of the area and will include 
more provision for local independent workspaces, 
market stalls and start-up businesses together with 
space for community events, arts and performance. 
We will continue to con¬ 
sult widely with the com¬ 
munity and listen to their 
views. 

“Our proposals would 
ensure that the Vintage 
Market stays at the heart 
of the area but it is recog¬ 
nised that improvements 
are needed to ensure the 
area is sustainable for the 
future.” 

Mr Dibsdale says the 
Westway Trust is working 
closely with the vintage 


market operator who, he says: “Is fully supportive of 
the Trust’s proposals. Market traders often struggle to 
make a living and many of the tenants in Portobello 
Green Arcade find it a difficult trading environment 
and often do not open outside of market days. The lack 
of activity around the public spaces on these quieter 
days discourages visitors and encourages anti-social 
behaviour.” 

The early stages of the consultation have included 
discussions with local groups and a public exhibition 
where early stage ‘concept’ drawings were on display. 
Mr Dibsdale says these images are first thoughts and 
do not represent the final look or feel of the propos¬ 
als. 

“Some of the feedback we received was that when 
people saw some of the concept drawings they thought 
we were aiming to attract high street chain stores into 
the area or to create a ‘mini Westfield’,” he said. 

“We would like to reassure everyone that this is most 
definitely not the case. There are no plans to attract 
high street multiples. As a local charity, Westway Trust 
employs over 200 people and last year alone invested 
£6.8 million in community education, skills, parenting, 
arts, health, volunteering, sports and fitness pro¬ 
grammes. Westway Tmst cares deeply about the future 
of the area we manage on behalf of the community.” 

♦ Life in Notting Hill - see page 7 



Police hunt for cashpoint robber 


POLICE in Kensington and Chelsea have 
released the description of a man they 
are still hunting to speak to about three 
cashpoint robberies which are believed to 
be linked. 

The first robbery occurred on November 21st at 
around 5.20 pm outside the Post Office on Porto¬ 
bello Road. The victim had just taken out some 
money from the cash machine when the suspect, 
who was standing behind her, grabbed the money 
and ran off towards Ladbroke Grove. 

Subsequently, two similar robberies occurred on 
November 22nd at approximately the same time on 
Portobello Road and Ladbroke Grove. 


On all three robberies, the suspect was a black 
man, aged 25-35, wearing dark clothing and large 
black sunglasses. 

PC Matt Dixon from Kensington and Chelsea Po¬ 
lice said: “We are keen to speak to the man pic¬ 
tured in the CCTV image as he may be able to 
assist us with our investigation. If anyone knows 
his name or whereabouts, please contact us.” 

Anyone who saw anything or anyone with any in¬ 
formation that could assist police are asked to call 
PC Dixon on 020 8246 0173 


Going nude... on the Tube! 


ORGANISERS of the first Naked Tube Day 
are urgently trying to warn hundreds of peo¬ 
ple signed up to travel nude on Saturday 
that they risk getting arrested. 

A boob in the planning of the big strip-off has meant 
that anyone aiming to ride in the buff to Bushey could 
end up in Holloway instead. 

Naked Tube Day was launched for April 18th with 
the aim of getting London to out-do the No-Pants Sub¬ 
way Ride which is popular in the USA. 

The No-Pants Subway Ride, when Americans travel 
without trousers, began in New York in 2002 when 
seven people stripped off for the ride. By 2006, the 
event had 150 supporters and by 2013 people in 60 
cities worldwide were taking trains in their underwear. 

“The No-Pants Subway Ride has grown into a global 
event, but London can lead the way in going one fur¬ 
ther. Let’s get as many people as possible travelling 
naked across Zone 1,” said the organisers when Naked 
Tube Day was launched in January. 

Organisers were hoping for a mass naked lunch- 
break on Saturday with hundreds taking a nude Tube 
from Russell Square to Camden. 


LONDON WIDE 

“Of course you don’t have to take it, the whole idea 
is wherever you might be travelling you can go 
naked- whether it’s a journey you were planning any¬ 
way, something you get together to do with friends or 
you just fancy daring to be bare for a few stops!” 
posted organisers on the event’s Facebook page. 

“That said, it’d be fun if we can get as many people 
together as possible to have some fun and show the 
world that it’s natural to be naked. So if you want 
some company, please join us on our Naked Tube 
Ride. 

At your own risk 

“The proposed route: meet on the platform at Rus¬ 
sell Square on the Piccadilly Line at 12.55 pm. Take 
the first Tube after 1.0 pm southbound to South Kens¬ 
ington, change to Circle/District to Embankment and 
then take the Northern Line all the way to a finish in 
Camden Town.”ase join us on our Naked Tube Ride! 

But the bid to get Londoners to travel starkers has 
backfired and now organisers have issued warnings 
to Underground undressers to mind the gap between 


public decency and arrest. 

At least 270 people have signed up to strip off on 
Saturday. But organiser Imogen Smith has warned 
them, “you do so at your own risk”. 

Ms Smith revealed that Naked Tube Day has failed 
to get permission from TfL and the police. 

“I have been in contact with TfL for some time to 
try and gain permission for the event to take place,” 
Ms Smith announced last week. 

“After a very promising initial reaction from them, 
I had been passed between several different depart¬ 
ments without gaining definitive final approval. 

“My latest request received the disappointing re¬ 
sponse that the relevant details had not been passed 
between departments so a decision was unable to be 
taken. 

“Due to the proximity of the event this is now un¬ 
likely to occur - therefore I must warn that anyone 
who still wishes to go ahead does so at their own risk.” 

Although it is not a crime to appear naked in public, 
under the law nudists can be arrested if they are sus¬ 
pected a breach by the peace by causing “distress, 
alarm or outrage”. Penalties for a breach of the peace 
range from a fine to several years in prison. 


Volunteers needed 
for new charity shop 


VOLUNTEERS are being sought to help run a 
new up-market charity shop on the Gloucester 
Road, Kensington. 

Trinity Hospice, which runs 21 shops in the cap¬ 
ital, is looking for “motivated volunteers with a 
passion for retailing”. The shops aim to be “at the 
leading edge of charity retailing” with high-qual¬ 
ity goods, designers labels and retro gear. 

The charity, which is supported by the Duchess 
of Cornwall and BBC newsreader Huw Edwards, 
says the shops are a vital source of income for 
Trinity. 

“It costs £9.6 million to fund our specialist serv¬ 
ices each year and just one third is covered by the 
government. This means we must raise £6.6 mil¬ 
lion each year,” said a spokesman. 

“The profits from our shops, in excess of 
£800,000, goes straight to Trinity. This contribu¬ 
tion means we can continue to ensure that at the 
end of life people have access to expert services 
at home or in our fabulous care centre at Clapham 
Common. 

“Our shops are successful but there’s always 
more we can do to increase sales and make even 
more of a difference to the people and families 
that Trinity supports. That’s why we need ener¬ 
getic, motivated and enthusiastic volunteers with 
a passion for retailing.” 
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NEWS FROM KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA 


World War One touring exhibition 


RESIDENTS of the Royal Borough have 
the opportunity from now until the end of 
July to find out more about the contribution 
and experiences of residents of Kensington 
and Chelsea during World War One. 

A touring exhibition will include items such as im¬ 
ages of the lives of female munitions workers, war 
orphanages founded by suffragettes and a young 
Daphne du Maurier manning a chocolate stall to raise 
money for the Kensington War Hospital Supplies 
Depot. 

The tour starteed at North Kensington Library last 
Sunday, moving to Brompton Library and then 
around the borough before finishing on Sunday, July 
26th in the St Charles Centre in North Kensington. 

The full itinerary is: 
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ANYONE with a bike is being asked to join the 
Mayor of Kensington and Chelsea, Councillor Mai- 
gread Condon-Simmonds to pedal through the bor¬ 
ough to raise money for local mental health charities 
next week. 

Organised by the royal borough council and 
Chelsea Foundation the event starts in Holland Park 
at 11am next Saturday (April 25th). 

Organisers are hoping that up to 150 riders will take 
part. The youngest rider signed up is four-years-old 
and the oldest is 77. 

The five-mile route will head north towards the 
Portobello and Golborne Road Market, on to Little 
Wormwood Scrubs Park before returning to Holland 
Park. 

Meanwhile from 10am to 3pm on the sports pitches 
in Holland Park there will be free family entertain¬ 
ment. Events and activities include performances on 
stage by Doc Bowling and his Blues Professors, 
SMART’S Band, Alexandra Berglof and the Sing to 



'Volunteering 
could have its 
benefits for 
others and 
for you!" 


It pays to spend time with us 

Parexel Research Unit is based in London & has a worldwide reputation for clinical excellence. 
We are looking for male & female volunteers, aged 55 & older who are not on medication & 
are willing to participate in a clinical trial in comfortable surroundings. 

How we will reward you! 

• A full comprehensive medical check-up 

• An opportunity to relax, read & make new friends 

• Payment for your time based on a daily rate from £100 per day 

Contact us today 

Text 'STUDY6' and 'Your name' to 60777 

0800 389 8930 

WWW.PAREXEL.COM 


PAREXEL. 


This advertisement has been approved by an Independent Ethics Committee. 


Monday April 13th to Sunday 26 April at Brompton 
Library; Monday, April 27th to Sunday, May 10th at 
Chelsea Library; Monday, May 11th to Monday, May 
25th at Central Library; Tuesday, May 26th to Sun¬ 
day, May 31st at Chelsea Theatre; Monday, June 1st 
to Sunday, June 7th at the Pepper Pot Centre and New 
Horizons; Monday, June 8th to Monday, June 22nd 
at Chelsea Academy; Monday, June 22nd June to Fri¬ 
day, July 3rd at Holland Park School; Saturday, July 
4th to Sunday, July 19th at Kensington Town Hall; 
Monday, July 20th to Sunday, July 26th Open Age at 
St Charles Centre. 


The four libraries hosting the event will also be of¬ 
fering opportunities to research your ancestors and 
look at the poems and letters of theperiod. 

These will be held as follows: 

Research your WW1 ancestors and curating WW1 
memories - Chelsea Library, Monday, April 27th 
from 2pm to 4pm; Kensington Central Library, Tues¬ 
day May 12th from 2pm to 4pm. 

WW1 Reading and Creative Writing Group - 
Brompton Library, Tuesday, April 21st from 2pm to 
4pm; Chelsea Library, Tuesday, April 28th from 2pm 
to 4pm; Kensington Central Library, Tuesday, May 
19th from 2pm to 4pm. 


Support the Mayor’s bike ride 


Live choir, compered by BBC London’s Jumoke 
Fashola. 

There will also be hands-on activities to try includ¬ 
ing: a Sew Portobello craft workshop, print-making, 
a pedal-powered smoothie bike, children’s play area 
and face-painting and bike maintenance classes. Re¬ 
freshments will be available all day starting with 
breakfast at 10am. 

To register for the event go to 
www.bikeminded.org. Registration is £5 for adults 
and £3 for children (under fives are free if parents 
bring them in child seats). 

The charities that the Chelsea Foundation supports 
are: SMART mental health charity, West London Ac¬ 
tion for Children, HELP Counselling Centre, 
Woman’s Tmst, Dalgarno Trust, Al-Hasaniya Moroc¬ 
can Women’s Centre and Kensington & Chelsea 
Mind. 

For more information contact cycling@rbkc.gov.uk 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Getting lean and mean at 
Borough’s new leisure centre 


I said I would and now I have: 
my New Year’s resolution to 
get fit is well on its way to ful¬ 
filment thanks to our new Kens¬ 
ington Leisure Centre. 

Last week I set off there determined to 
squeeze myself into a faded pair of trunks 
and test the water. It’s amazing how those 
trunks shrink when they’ve been out of 
the water for a while. 

Anyone who knew the old leisure centre 
can’t fail to be impressed by what has 
happened on the site. I didn’t even know 
which of the three pools to choose, but as 
one seemed to be full of children having 
lessons I opted for the 25m option. 

The changing rooms were spotless and 
the lockers happily large enough to take 
the pods, pads, phones and devices with¬ 


out which everyday life is now apparently 
impossible. It is now the nearest thing to 
a catastrophe to get separated from one’s 
charger. 

My confidence boosted by the watchful 
gaze of the lifeguards, I managed a full ten 
lengths with only a few stops here and 
there. The pool is magnificent as is the 
rest of the centre. 

Next time I will be trying the gym. The 
dance studio will probably not be natural 
territory but I am told there is a wonder¬ 
ful spa pool and even a cafe. 

Sitting next to the new academy and 
with a hugely improved public space all 
around it, this is a great improvement to a 
previously impenetrable part of the bor¬ 
ough. 

Do go and see it and if you run into a 
lean, mean stick insect... 


KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 


We want to hear from you... 

It's not just the big stories that happen in London that we want to hear 
about. There's a brilliant community spirtit in Central and West London. If 
you help to run a local organisation make sure your events are featured in 
our newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos (jpeg format) to:- 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS GROUP 
Fulham Chronicle 
Kensington & Chelsea News 
Westminster & Pimlico News 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 


edit@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


Pub demolished without permission 


RESIDENTS and City councillors are livid 
that a popular community pub in Carlton 
Vale has been bulldozed by developers 
without any permission and without even 
telling the landlady. 


LONDON Mayor Boris Johnson is set to 
face more pressure to ban lorries from rush 
hour roads after another cyclist was killed 
by a truck last week. 

All of the five cyclists killed this year had been in 
collision with HGVs. 

Now cycling safety campaigners are calling for 
lorry drivers to be given tougher driving tests and 
much stiffer sentences for those convicted of killing 
cyclists. 

Design luminary Moira Gemmill was killed on Fri¬ 
day when she was in collision with a lorry at the junc¬ 
tion of Millbank and Lambeth Bridge. 

An eye witness reportedly said the lorry “cut 
across” the cyclist as it approached the Millbank 
roundabout. 

Miss Gemmill, 55, was a former director of design 
at the Victoria & Albert Museum and was working at 
St James’s Palace after been recently hand-picked by 
The Queen to oversee renovations at Windsor Castle. 

Martin Roth, director of the V&A, paid tribute to 
Miss Gemmill. He said: “We are devastated to hear 
of the tragic death of our much-loved and respected 
colleague of many years, Moira Gemmill 

“During her 13-year career at the V&A as the Di¬ 
rector of Design before leaving for the Royal Collec¬ 
tion in January this year, she made an extraordinary 
impact in transforming the Museum’s galleries and 
facilities with the FuturePlan programme of restora¬ 
tion, refurbishment and redesign. 

“I cannot overstate Moira’s remarkable contribution 
in making the V&A the global leader in museum de¬ 
sign that it is today. She will be greatly missed and 
our thoughts are with her family at this very sad 
time.” 

The capital’s cycling death toll this year is: 

# January 20th Stephanie Turner, 29, died after a col¬ 
lision with a lorry in Amhurst Road, Stamford Hill. 

# February 2nd Akis Kolloras, 34, died after a colli¬ 
sion with a HGV on Homerton High Street. 

# February 6th Frederica Baldassa, 26, died after 
been hit by a lorry in Holbom. 

# February 19th Claire Hitier-Abadie, 36, was killed 
by a tipper truck in Victoria. 

# April 9th Moira Gemmill was killed after a colli¬ 
sion with a lorry at Millbank. 

Former Olympic cyclist Chris Boardman, policy 
adviser for British Cycling, the national governing 
body of cycling, has called on Mayor Johnson to ban 
HGVs from using London roads during peak periods. 

British Cycling campaigns manager, Martin Key, 
said: “Everyone at British Cycling is saddened to 
hear of the incident last week and our thoughts are 
with the cyclist’s family and friends at this difficult 
time. 

More rigorous training 

“HGVs are involved in a disproportionate number 
of collisions with people on bikes. We welcome the 
steps that the Mayor is taking to impose a London¬ 
wide ban on any lorry not fitted with safety equip¬ 
ment and look forward to seeing this being enforced 
as soon as possible. 

“As well as an unsafe lorry ban being imposed in 
towns and cities nationwide, we’d also like to see ur¬ 
gently-needed improvements to cab design to give 
drivers better visibility of the road.” 

Now the Cycling Touring Club, the charity whose 
patron is The Queen, is demanding that lorry drivers 
have more rigorous training. 

The CTC says lorries are involved in more than 
50% of cyclists’ deaths in London and that 79% of 
injuries in the capital occur at or near junctions. 


Developers wanting to build 10 luxury flats on 
the site of the 95-year-old Carlton Tavern just 
knocked it down last week - ignoring Westminster 
City Council’s refusal of any permission for rede¬ 
velopment. 

Bulldozers working for developers CLTX Ltd of 



■ FORMER Olympic cyclist Chris Boardman who 
has called on London Mayor Boris Johnson to 
ban lorries in London during peak periods 

“Left-turning lorries at junctions are particularly 
lethal,” says the CTC. 

“In most continental countries, the law places re¬ 
sponsibility squarely on the driver to look out for both 
pedestrians and cyclists before turning, and to give 
way to any who are going straight ahead across the 
driver’s path. That makes a huge difference to the 
safety of cycle tracks etc in Denmark and the Nether¬ 
lands”. 

Roger Geffen, CTC’s campaigns and policy direc¬ 
tor said: “Concerted action is needed to tackle the 
threats posed to cyclists by lorries on London’s roads, 
particularly at junctions. We need major roads and 
junctions to be designed to be safe and cycle-friendly. 

“We need safe lorries, driven by safe and properly 
trained drivers. 

“We also need the legal system to act far more 
strongly against those who cause danger on our roads. 
Far too often, the law hands down derisory sentences, 
or fails to act at all, when drivers have killed or 
maimed cyclists and other vulnerable road users. 

“This complacency about road safety prevents us 
maximising the enormous benefits cycling could pro¬ 
vide for our health, and that of our streets, communi¬ 
ties and the environment.” 

Commenting on Miss Gemmill’s death, Rosie 
Downes, Campaigns Manager at London Cycling 
Campaign, said: “We are devastated to hear of yet an¬ 
other fatality on our roads. 

“This death took place at a notorious danger spot - 
campaigners have long called for the urgent redesign 
of this junction. 

“That proposals to do so were abandoned after con¬ 
sultation will bring no comfort to this woman’s fam¬ 
ily.” 

At Blackfriars crown court last week, a lorry driver, 
Barry Meyer, 53, pleaded guilty to causing death by 
dangerous driving in a case involving the death of 
Alan Neve, 51, a cyclist who lost his life at Holborn 
during the morning rush hour on July 15 th 2013. 

Meyer is due to be sentenced on May 14 th for caus¬ 
ing death by dangerous driving, causing death by 
driving while uninsured and causing death by driving 
while unlicensed. 

This week Transport for London started work on 
the new Cycle Superhighway 5 linking Oval to Pim¬ 
lico to make the route safer for cyclists and road 
users. 

The route will create continuous two-way cycle 
track between Oval Cricket Ground and Rampayne 
Street. Construction is set to take place from April 
until Autumn 2015 and journeys in and around the 
route may be affected. Roads around Vauxhall, Oval 
and Pimlico are expected to be busier than usual until 
autumn 2015. 


22 Lennox Gardens SW1 tore the pub to pieces 
while its landlady Patsy Lord was away from the 
bar. 

Ms Lord had been told that the pub was closing 
“for an inventory”. 

But when she was alerted to the rogue demolition 
and rushed to the scene from her Maida Vale home, 
her pub was in pieces and only one wall was left 
standing. 

“It’s heart-breaking,” said Ms Lord. 

“There was no warning. I thought that they were 
just going to dig the back garden”. 

Onlookers said no safety precautions had been 
put in place as the bulldozers just piled into the 
pub, destroying everything inside. 

Now the council is set to throw the kitchen sink 
at the developers as councillors are incensed at the 
flagrant flouting of its order that the pub, which 
survived the Blitz in WW2, could not be devel¬ 
oped. 

Cllr Jan Prendergast (pictured), from Westmin¬ 
ster City Council, said: “They did not have per¬ 
mission to do this. I am absolutely furious. The 
council will take very strong measures against 
them. 

“I’m horrified for the local residents that this has 
occurred. It came as such a shock to everyone. 
There was no prior warning to the council, no ap¬ 
provals and no proper health and safety procedures 
in place. 

“This was a lovely pub and I’m sorry to see it go, 
but I’m more concerned for the residents in Maida 
Vale for whom they showed no consideration 
whatsoever. It was the last building standing in 
Carlton Vale after the WW2 bombings. 

No prior warning 

“I’ve lived in the area for 35 years and have never 


seen anything like this before. We need to take very 
careful legal advice as to what steps we can take.” 

The Carlton Tavern was sold last year to CLTX 
before they put in a planning application to West¬ 
minster Council for the building to be demolished 
and replaced with a pub at ground level and 10 res¬ 
idential units over four floors. 

The plans were rejected on the basis that the bulk, 
height and detailed design of the new development 
would be detrimental to the view from the adjacent 
Maida Vale Conservation Area and because of fail¬ 
ure to provide affordable housing in the plans. 

A council spokesman confirmed the demolition 
had taken place without permission and enforce¬ 
ment officers had attended the scene once they 
were alerted. 

No approval obtained 

“Westminster City Council’s Planning Enforce¬ 
ment Team received a report that the Carlton Tav¬ 
ern was in the process of being demolished. A 
planning inspector of the planning enforcement 
team visited the site immediately following receipt 
of the report and noted that the building had indeed 
been substantially demolished with only one side 
wall remaining. 

“The building’s demolition required the City 
Council’s prior approval and as no such approval 
was sought or obtained, the City Council will be 
seeking legal advice concerning whether any future 
action is legally possible. 

A spokesman for Historic England said the Carl¬ 
ton Tavern built in 1920-21 for Charrington & Co 
and was it was intended to recommend it for a 
Grade II listing. 

The agent for CLTX Ltd, Kieran Raffety of KR 
Planning, Bournemouth, did not return calls re¬ 
questing explanation. 
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Specialist Solicitors 

Call Us For A Free Consultation 

IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

Litigation Immigration Criminal Defences 

Conveyancing Intellectual Property Property Litigation 

Employment Law Medical Negligence Tax Advice & Planning 

Family Law Personal Injury Wills, Probate & Trusts 

17 Manchester Street 
Mayfair 

London WiU 4D.I 

Tel: 0207 998 7777 
www.bloomsbury-lavv.com 


Call to ban lorries after 
another cyclist’s death 
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NOTTING HILL 



by Mary-Lu Bakker from Notting Hill Post 

www.nottinghillpost.com 


BLOSSOM is on the trees and nothing beats 
Notting Hill in the spring. Cherry blossom is 
dripping off so many trees and window boxes 
are all abloom. There seems to be a fabulous 
new mania for gorgeous window boxes in the 
shops on Kensington Park Road which are so 
cheery. 

MAYBE one will win one of the 50 shiny silver 
cups in the Brighter Kensington and Chelsea 
scheme competition. If you have green fingers 
and a patch, anything from a window box to 
your own garden, you can enter too anytime 
before the end of May. If you pop down to our 
local nursery Rassell's you can pick up an entry 
form when you are choosing your blooms. 
There are also some great plants on sale every 
Friday on the corner of Portobello and 
Blenheim, and the nearby Pound Shop have 
some really good bulbs. 

MAGNOLIAS are a big trend and happily for 
us the council has been busy planting the 
most beautiful magnolia trees along many 
Notting Hill pavements. A strip of pink ones in 
Elgin Crescent are so pretty, take a trip down 
Westbourne Grove has a row of the trees in all 
their splendour. They have smaller roots than 
most trees and so are perfect for kerbside 
planting. 

WILDFLOWER CAFE is a great place to go if 
you can't be bothered to grow your own. You 
can just sit there with a nice piece of cake and 
pretend you grew the lot. Another great flow¬ 
ery cafe is Book + Kitchen on All Saints Road 
which has a pretty garden at the back and de¬ 
licious coffee and salad. 


GROWING in size as well as growing vegeta¬ 
bles is local group The Food Explorers with 12 
local schools signed up with the scheme to 
grow herbs and vegetables. Their work with 
Holland Park Edible Garden is going really well 
too and The Food Explorers are also working 
closely with Portobello Market to celebrate the 
150 years. 

KENSINGTON GARDENERS 7 CLUB meets six 
times a year, for lectures and slides with out¬ 
ings to gardens and parks of interest. Meetings 
are held at Kensington Central Library where 
members learn about plants and gardens in 
the company of like-minded people. The club 
arranges talks from well-respected gardeners 
on a wide variety of gardening subjects. Mem¬ 
bership is £7.50 for individual and £12 for a 
couple with a 10 per cent discount at local 
suppliers. Call 07957 640816 or 07973 832672 
to join. 

MEANWHILE GARDENS in the shadow of 
Trellick Tower was created 32 years ago, as 
canalside terraces were being knocked down 
to make way for the Westway. Jamie McCul¬ 
lough, a local sculptor asked the the council 
for permission to turn the this derelict waste¬ 
land into a community garden. He was 
given temporary permission and locals called 
it Meanwhile.The name stuck and the gardens 
are fabulous. 

HAPPY gardening in this beautiful corner of 
London, and if you don't garden I hope you are 
enjoying the view. 



Dawn chorus in Holland Park 


EARLY spring is an excellent time to ex¬ 
perience the world’s oldest wake-up call - 
the dawn chorus. 

On Saturday, April 25th residents will have an op¬ 
portunity to stroll through Holland Park and enjoy 
this memorable experience as the dawn chorus builds 
to a crescendo of birdsong. 

Professional ornithologist Bill Haines will lead a 
group through the park identifying sounds from the 
first tentative cheep. The park is home to over 30 
species of birds so there will be plenty of songs for 


enthusiastic twitchers to identify. 

The event organised by the Royal Borough of Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea and sponsored by the Friends of 
Holland Park is free but booking is essential. Book 
online at www.rbkc.gov.uk/ecology. 

The walk starts at 5am, meet at the Holland Park 
Ecology Centre, which is located in the west of Hol¬ 
land Park next to the adventure playground and near 
Abbotsbury Road car park. 

The only entrance to Holland Park that is open at 
5am is the Abbotsbury Road car park entrance. 


SCHOOLS 

Young busker heads for 
bright lights of Paris 



TALENTED Lon¬ 
don musician Na¬ 
talie Shay travelled 
to Paris last week 
after being awarded 
the Eurostar prize as 
well the Youth Cat¬ 
egory in last year's 
Gigs busking com¬ 
petition, organised 
by City Hall. 

The trip marked an¬ 
other important mile¬ 
stone in the career of 
16-year-old Natalie, 
who is currently study¬ 
ing at the BRIT School 
for performing arts. In 
the last two years the 
talented singer-song¬ 
writer has picked up 
several music awards, 
in addition to her Gigs 
accolades, including the Undis¬ 
covered Talent category at the 
2014 London Music Awards. 
Natalie has already developed a 
significant following playing at 
venues around London, includ¬ 
ing the Roundhouse and the 100 
Club, and her debut single 'Fol¬ 
low You Home' reached number 
15 in the singer-songwriter 
iTunes top 200 charts. 

Before boarding her Paris- 
bound train, the singer and gui¬ 
tarist played a short set of songs 
to passengers waiting in the Eu¬ 
rostar departure lounge at St 
Pancras International Station. 
Her performance came after the 
Mayor of London officially 
launched the Gigs competition 
for 2015 and Busk in London, a 
new initiative aimed at protect¬ 
ing as well as promoting busk¬ 
ing across the capital. 

Natalie played songs to pas¬ 
sengers travelling to the French 
capital whilst on board the Eu¬ 
rostar train and was due to busk 
at a number of locations around 


the French capital. The previous 
Gigs Euro star winners The 
King's Parade, were spotted by 
a German promoter on the same 
trip to Paris last year and have 
subsequently played several 
tours in Germany. 

Before her departure Natalie 
said: 'I'm really excited to have 
this opportunity to play to pas¬ 
sengers travelling to Paris and to 
busk in this iconic city. Live 
performances are an important 
part of development as a musi¬ 
cian. So it will be interesting to 
see the reaction from a French 
audience. This will be an invalu¬ 
able experience.” 

In fora treat 

Mary Walsh, director of com¬ 
munications for Eurostar said: 
'We have a 20 year history of 
supporting cultural exchanges 
and we are delighted to wel¬ 
come Natalie on board to per¬ 
form for our passengers whilst 
they travel to France. With the 
high-speed rail line connecting 
London to Paris, it’s a great op¬ 


portunity to share experiences 
between the two cultures. We’re 
looking forward to her perform¬ 
ance and our customers are cer¬ 
tainly in for a treat!” 

• The Gigs busking competi¬ 
tion for 2015 is now underway 
and organisers are urging 
young musicians aged 11-25 to 
sign up at vvvvvvJondon 4 iov.uk/gigs. 

London's annual search for 
the capital's most talented 
young musicians gives aspir¬ 
ing artists the opportunity to 
hone their skills and gain 
valuable experience perform¬ 
ing in front of the public and, 
if successful, perform at the 
Grand Final at Westfield 
Stratford City in September. 
Last year's competition was 
seen by an estimated 1.8 mil¬ 
lion people. Gigs musicians 
past and present will also be 
taking part in National Busk¬ 
ing Day on July 18th, which 
will see cities around the coun¬ 
try link up for a celebration of 
street musicians. 



Shoes for Sal and children around the world 


■ PUPILS at St Edward's Catholic Primary School, at Lisson Grove in Westminster, and their fam¬ 
ilies spent the period of Lent collecting shoes for a UK-based charity called Sal's Shoes. The 
charity collects used shoes that still have some wear in them and sends them around the world, 
including the UK, to children who need them. 

The photograph shows the headteacher, Violet Richardson and the vice chair of governors, 
Sheila De Souza, being presented with some of the shoes by parents and children of the school. 











































Thursday, April 16th 2015 


editorial @ londonweekly ne ws .co .uk 


London Weekly News 7 




LONDON WIDE 


Boris escapes London 
for family book launch 



LONDON Mayor Boris Johnson es¬ 
caped the rigours of electioneering and 
his civic duties by travelling to Exmoor 
to add some gravitas to a family book 
launch. 

He delighted a packed hall in the town of Dul- 
verton when he announced a ten-point election 
plan which he named his “Grannyfesto”. 

Delivered with much tongue-in-cheek at the 
launch of his late grandmother’s memoirs, Mr 
Johnson called for the return of hunting to Ex¬ 
moor - “whilst always respecting the 
feelings and indeed wishes of the 
animals”. 

His other pre-election prom¬ 
ises included: NHS for animals, , 


making Scrabble an Olympic sport and a bid to 
open Britain’s borders to citizens of “Eurovision 
disaster areas like Italy” but only if they offered 
to help farmers at lambing time”! 

The event was organised by Mr Johnson’s 
aunt, Birdie Johnson, who has just published the 
book penned 60 years ago by her late mother, a 
remarkable person still remembered by the 
Mayor of London as “Granny Butter”. 

Also present at the launch was Boris’ father 
Stanley (pictured above with Boris and Birdie). 

After the launch the mayor commented: 
“Granny Butter has been immensely influential 
on all our family with her general optimism 
and dynamism. In her view there was no 
such word as can’t - and that you’ve got to 
try everything.” 



I MAYOR of London Boris Johnson launching his "Grannyfesto" at his family home on Exmoor. 

Photos by RICHARD AUSTIN 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER & PIMLICO 



■ MEMBERS of the Rotary Club of Westminster East meeting at the Park Plaza Hotel Kensington 
last week with the President, Rotarian John Vine CBE, in the chair 


Westminster Rotarians making the news 


GUEST speaker at last week’s meeting of the Rotary 
Club of Westminster East was Philip Evans, joint 
managing director and editor of the London Weekly 
News group of newspapers which includes the West¬ 
minster and Pimlico News, the Kensington and 
Chelsea News and the Fulham Chronicle. 

After being introduced by the President, Rotarian 
John Vine CBE, a former chief constable of Tayside, 
Mr Evans spoke on how he launched four newspapers 
into West and Central London in less than a month 
last November. 

He said the content of the newspapers would aim to 
reflect the achievements and aspirations of those who 
lived and worked in the City of London and boroughs 
of Kensington and Chelsea and Hmmersmith and 
Fulham and would concentrate on community news. 


A vote of thanks was proposed by Rotarian Thomas 
Deinet, who described Mr Evans’ talk as “insightful 
and passionate”. 

The Rotary Club of Westminster East meets every 
Wednesday at 6.30pm at the Park Plaza Hotel Victo¬ 
ria on Vauxhall Bridge Road, 

The club, which a membership of around 50 mem¬ 
bers with a high percentage of women Rotarians, is 
extremely active in the community, supporting many 
worthwhile projects. 

These include KidsBuild (model building projects), 
KidsDance (dancing lessons), KidsOut (day out for 
disadvantage chidren), Rotaract Club (social activi¬ 
ties for 18-30 year-olds), Westminster Boating Base 
(charitable sailing club) and the Pimlico Puffins 
(helping the disabled to learn to swim). 


UNI 25. SullWEB PsiK 

Ham Urt. Qnmmcf) St 10 CRT 


0208293 5884 


Quality, Value & 
Service go hand 
in hand 


Managers Specials 

• Bathroom Suites From £299 

• Comfort height Toilet £99 

• Offset Quadrants From 
£299 

1200x800 & 1200x900 With 
Tray & Waste 

• Corner Unit & Basin Only 
£99 

• Steel Baths 1700x700 £75 



Delta 600 £299 A Wide Variety Of Mirrors 



A New Range Of Furniture 
Available Soon 


Writing for the London 
Weekly News every 
week, London's most 
outspoken entrepreneur 

Charlie 
Pipes Up! 

Time bankers were 
kept on short lease 



I F THERE was ever a sign the 
banking industry is still failing to 
operate a credible business model, 
it came in the form of a KPMG report 
which stated that Britain’s largest 
banks have paid 60 per cent of their 
profits, since 2011, in fines and repay¬ 
ments to customers. 

Only time will tell which 
way banks go 
As a business owner, it’s 
simply staggering to even 
contemplate the possibility 
of running an enterprise 
like that. 

I have a pretty good idea 
what a bank manager, or 
whatever they’re called 
nowadays, would tell a 
small business if that was 
the environment they have 
created for themselves. 

Plumber’s maths will tell 
you 60 per cent of profits is 
significant, but it’s only 
when you turn it into 
pounds, shillings and pence 
does the enormity of the 
mismanagement of the banking system really 
expose itself. 

The total amount of penalties for the last four 
years paid by Royal Bank of Scotland, Lloyds, 
HSBC, Barclays and Standard Chartered was 
£38.7bn. That’s just about the same amount 
Network Rail is investing in the upgrading of 
the UK’s railways. 

This cash has been whipped away from the 
bankers’ bonus fund to pay for repayments re¬ 
lating to Payment Protection Insurance (PPI) 
and the interest rate hedging products. In 2014 
the cost to the big five banks for PPI and inter¬ 
est rate hedging was £9.9bn. 

Of course, it’s not just the largest banks that 
are victims of their own mismanagement. The 
total PPI bill, according to consumer group, 
Which?, stands at £24.4bn and nine UK banks 


• Do they honestly 
think the events of 
the 2007-2008 
financial crisis have 
faded from our 
collective 
memories? 

Based on the 
evidence of their 
continuing practices, 
you don't need me to 
give you the answer 


have reimbursed business customers around 
£L8bn after selling them complex deals on in¬ 
terest rates they didn’t understand or probably 
cost them more than the original loan. 

If you add to this the UK and US banks that 
were collectively fined £2.6bn by British and 
American regulators for their attempts to ma¬ 
nipulate foreign exchange rates, we find our¬ 
selves with a truly rotten “industry” whose 
self-serving attitude contin¬ 
ues to put the economy at 
risk. 

Do they honestly think the 
events of the 2007-2008 finan¬ 
cial crisis have faded from 
our collective memories? 
Based on the evidence of 
their continuing practices, 
you don’t need me to give 
you the answer. 

While this report doesn’t 
tell us anything we didn’t al¬ 
ready know about the city 
and its contempt for any¬ 
thing that exists outside its 
own bubble, what is clear is 
that these guys need to be 

9 kept on a short leash other¬ 
wise they will run wild. 

It’s vital they cannot con¬ 
tinue to exploit their customers and if they 
have to return such a huge chunk of their prof¬ 
its until they change their ways then so be it. 

If they were allowed to run amok, even more 
than they have been, with no consequence, the 
system is in danger of total collapse if the sec¬ 
tor never pays its dues. 

And perhaps, instead of confirming the 
ridiculous practices of the banks, this report 
could be seen as a veiled attempt by the bank¬ 
ing community to beg for its big bonuses back. 

Whatever the motivation, it proves that the 
banks need a conscience forced upon them 
through the system of fines and audit pro¬ 
grammes that uncover mismanagement and 
shady practices. 

Otherwise history will repeat itself with per¬ 


haps even deadlier economic results. 

Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 



London's leading service 
company All day- every day! 

020 7928 8888 
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Countdown to Election 2015 


The fight for five high profile parliamentary seats 


CENTRAL and West London residents 
will go to the polls to choose their next MP 
on Thursday, May 7th with three weeks of 
fierce campaigning to come before election 
day. 

Polling stations across the capital will 
open at 7am, and thousands are expected 
to turn out and cast their votes in what is 
being described as the tightest general 
election in recent memory in five of the 
country’s most high profile parliamen¬ 
tary seats. 

All eyes will be on Kensington where 
local councillor and the former deputy Mayor 
of London, Lady Victoria Borwick (pictured), will 
be fighting to retain the seat for the Conservatives who 
have a majority of 8,616. 


By Philip Evans 
and Jack Dixon 



Kensington was held by former Defence Sec¬ 
retary Sir Malcolm Rifkind, who was forced 
to resign after being embroiled in an al¬ 
leged cash for access allegation which 
also saw him stand down as chairman of 
the infuential Intelligence & Security 
Committee. 

The biggest threat to Lady Borwick’s 
ambition will come from Labour’s Dr Rob 
Abouharb with seven other candidates (all 
listed below). 

I FIVE candidates will do battle to win a House of 


THE CANDIDATES 


CHELSEA & FULHAM 

Stephen Brennan (Independent) 

(Con 16,722) 

Greg Flands (Con) 

KENSINGTON 

Alexandra Sanderson (Lab) 

(Con 8,616) 

Simon Bailey (Lib-Dem) 

Victoria Borwick (Con) 

Guy Rubin (Green) 

Rod Abouharb (Lab) 

Adrian Noble (UKIP) 

Robin McGhee (Lib-Dem) 

CITIES OF LONDON & WESTMINSTER 

Robina Rose (Green) 

Jack Bovill (UKIP) 

(Con 11,076) 

Toby Abse (Alliance for Green Socialism) 

Mark Field (Con) 

Tony Auguste (Cannabis Is SaferThan 

NickSlingsby (Lab) 

Alcohol) 

Belinda Brooks-Gordon (Lib-Dem) 

Roland Courtenay (New Independent 

Flugh Small (Green) 

Centralists) 

Robert Stephenson (UKIP) 

Andrew Knight (Animal Welfare) 

Jill McLachlan (Christian Peoples Alliance) 
Adam Clifford (Class War) 

WESTMINSTER NORTH 

Edouard-Henri Desforges (Cannabis Is 

(Lab 2,126) 

Safer Than Alcohol) 

Karen Buck (Lab) 

HAMMERSMITH 

Lindsey Hall (Con) 

Kirsty Allan (Lib-Dem) 

(Lab, 3,500) 

Jennifer Nadel (Green) 

Andy Slaughter (Lab) 

Nigel Sussman (UKIP) 

Charlie Dewhurst (Con) 

Nicholas Ward (Independent) 

Millicent Scott (Lib Dem) 

Gabriela Fajardo (Christian Party 

David Akan (Green) 

Proclaiming Christ's Lordship) 
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Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 


Celebrations in 
full swing to 
mark anniversary 

C ELEBRATIONS to mark the 150th anniver¬ 
sary of Portobello and Golbourne Market 
are gaining momentum. 

The management committee which runs the mar¬ 
ket have devised a year-long programme, launched 
in February, to celebrate the anniversary and are 
gearing up to maximise publicity with May desig¬ 
nated as “Love Your Local Market” month. 

Other themes for the rest of the year are: Arts and 
Culture (June); Community (July); Carnival (Au¬ 
gust) ;Fashion and Accessories (September); Au¬ 
tumn Harvest (October); Antiques (November); 
and Gifts (December). 

Every effort is being made to make the market 
area look as colourful as possible and to achieve 
this shops and stalls in and around the market are 
being offered window stickers and anniversary 
bunting. 

For £5 shops will get a window sticker and a list¬ 
ing on the Portobello & Golborne Management 
Committee’s website (shopportobello.co.uk/shop- 
golborne.co.uk 

Bunting will come in four-metre lengths at a cost 
of £4 a length and orders should be emailed to 
street.markets@rbkc.gov.uk by Friday (April 17). 


Commons seat in the next parliament, as Chelsea and 
Fulham residents prepare for polling day. 

Election fever has already gripped the constituency, 
where sitting MP Greg Hands will fight to keep his 
seat. 

The Conservative candidate will seek another term 
as the local MP in what is widely regarded as Lon¬ 
don’s safest Tory stronghold. 

Having cmised to victory with a 16,722 majority in 
2010, Mr Hands has already been on the campaign 
trail generating support for his re-election bid. 

The Liberal Democrats are backing their candidate 
Simon Bailey to claw votes away from Mr Hands, 
while Labour’s Alexandra Sanderson is bidding to 
strengthen the party’s presence in west London. 

Both UKIP and the Green Party are also fielding can¬ 
didates in the Chelsea and Fulham constituency (see 
below). 

■ THE Tories also have a comfortable majority in the 
Cities of London & Westminster seat where Mark 
Field will be seeking to retain the 11,076 Conservative 
voters who backed him in 2010. He’s held the seat 
since 2001, having increased the majority at each Gen¬ 
eral Election, and is considered to be one of the Tory- 
Party’s rising stars, having become the youngest 
member of the Intelligence and Security Committee. 

Mr Field will face opposition from seven other can¬ 
didates (see below). 

■ HAMMERSMITH’S incumbent Labour MP Andy 
Slaughter officially launched his campaign last week¬ 
endjoining supporters around the constituency to gen¬ 
erate some momentum ahead of the final push towards 
polling day. 

Mr Slaughter, who swept to victory at the last elec¬ 
tion in 2010, is set for a tough battle against five rival 
candidates, all seeking to snatch the Hammersmith 



I KAREN BUCK - fight- 

■ GREG HANDS - de- j n g to defend a small 

fending one of Lon- majority in Westmin- 
don's safest seats ster North 

seat away from Labour. 

The Conservatives have backed new candidate Char¬ 
lie Dewhurst to topple Labour this time around, having 
mn Mr Slaughter’s party close in recent years. 

Labour’s 3,500 majority is also under threat from 
Millicent Scott, who will represent the Liberal Democ¬ 
rats. And a further challenge will come from Green 
Party candidate David Akan and UKIP’s Richard 
Wood, both standing for the first time. 

Independent Stephen Brennan is also entering the 
race for Westminster, having won 135 votes at the 
election in 2010. 

■ LABOUR’S Karen Buck, a former charity worker, 
will be fighting hard to defend her 2,126 majority in 

Westminster North. 

Highly regarded in the Labour Party, Karen has 
served as Parliamentary Private Secretary to leader Ed 
Miliband. 

She will find stiff opposition from six other candi¬ 
dates, all listed below. 


Chelsea and Westminster Hospital 

Constituency 

meeting 


Foundation Trust members and residents of the City 
of Westminster are invited to find out about what is 
happening at Chelsea and Westminster Hospital 

Wednesday 22 April, 6-8pm 

Room 451 

Westminster University 
309 Regent Street 
London W1B2HW 

Come and join us! 

RSVP ft.secretary@chelwest.nhs.uk 


Chelsea and Westminster Hospital Ezza 



NHS Foundation Trust 
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Selected from more than 1,000 entries 


Artist chosen for prestigious exhibition 



THE work of a pop¬ 
ular Fulham artist 
will take pride of 
place alongside 
some of the coun¬ 
try’s finest paintings 
at a prestigious exhi¬ 
bition this month. 

Portrait artist Jiri 
Keller will display two 
of his most recent oil 
paintings at the Mall 
Galleries in Trafalgar 
Square, after his work 


by Jack Dixon 

was selected from more 
than 1,000 entries. 

Mr Keller’s canvases 
have been chosen to ap¬ 
pear alongside 200 of 
the nation’s top art¬ 
works, during the Royal 


Society of Portrait 
Painters’ annual exhibi¬ 
tion, which opens this 
week. 

Famed for his emo¬ 
tive portraits, Mr Keller 
has also built up a port¬ 
folio of scenes from 
around the borough, 


painting Margravine 
Road and Earl’s Court 
Station in a new light. 

Having trained in 
Brno, Czechoslovakia, 
in the 1950s, Mr Keller 
has been based in Lon¬ 
don for the last 30 
years. 


He has also estab¬ 
lished a reputation for 
long sessions, often 
asking his subjects to 
sit for 10 hours at a 
time. 

The Royal Society of 


Portrait Painters’ an¬ 
nual exhibition opens at 
the Mall Galleries in 
Trafalgar Square on 
Thursday (April 16th), 
with artworks available 
to view until May 1st. 


■ TOP LEFT: Self portrait by Fulham artist Jiri 
Keller, below left his impressions of Mar¬ 
gravine Road, Hammersmith and Earl's Court 
Station and,below,'Flavio', which will feature 
in the RSPP's annual exhibition this month. 
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Battersea Park 

Children's Zoo 


Battersea Park 
Children’s Zoo... 
who will you see? 




From cheeky monkeys W ' M 

to leaping lemurs, noisy m. \M 

otters to snuffling coatis, W 

who will you come face _- - 

[i Buv 2 tickets 

* Get another one rREh 

PLUS our fun play L {012 tickets, othM 5 Sts or 

area for kids of all ages! i Not in conjunction BH ^ eeken ds). 

A BankH ° Nophotocopies. _ 








Tel: 020 7924 5826 


Battersea Park, Chelsea Bridge Gate 
Battersea London SW114NJ 


www.batterseaparkzoo.co.uk 

we’re passionate about wildlife 


FORMER ARKLOW ROAD TRADING ESTATE 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 


Anthology has acquired the former Arklow Road Trading Estate for redevelopment 
and is committed to developing plans which fully reflect the views and ambitions of 
the local community. 

Following our first round of public consultation held in September 2014, Anthology 
is hosting a programme of events over one week to showcase the proposals ahead 
of submitting a planning application later this year. Anthology are offering the 
opportunity for you to view, comment and provide feedback on the emerging 
redevelopment plans. 

Members of the project team will be on hand to answer any of your questions. 

EVENT DETAILS 


THURS 16TH APRIL: 4PM-7PM SAT 18TH APRIL: 10AM-2PM 

Former Arklow Road Trading Estate Deptford Lounge, 9 Giffin Street 

Arklow Road, London, SE14 6EB London, SE8 4RJ 


MON 20TH - WEDS 23RD APRIL: 
4PM-7PM 

Harts Lane Studios, 17 Harts Lane 
London, SE14 5UP 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 


Michael Stanworth Neil Sams 

0207 399 2291 0790 046 2593 

michaels@curtinandco.com neil.sams@anthology.london 

If you are unable to attend, details of our proposal are available at: 
www.anthology.london/homes 



ANTHOLOGY 
DEPTFORD FOUNDRY 

Built from London 
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IF GATWICK EXPANDS: 


BUILDING 

ONE NEW RUNWAY 

GETS BRITAIN 

TWO WORLD * 
CLASS AIRPORTS. 



Truly global cities, such as Tokyo, Paris, and New York, don't rely 
on just one mega hub airport. They spread capacity through a 
network of airports, giving passengers the benefits of lower fares 
and more opportunities to fly - exactly what Britain needs for the 
future. Two world class airports will give Britain flexibility, resilience 
and choice, regardless of what's coming over the horizon. 


LONDON 


OBVIOUSLY. 


The runway debate is almost over. 

Find out why we are the obvious choice at gatwickobviously.com and @LGWobviously 
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CHICKEN AND STEAK 


hixterbankside.co.uk 
¥ (gHixterBankside 


hixter.co.uk 
¥ @HixterCity 


16 Great Guildford Street 

London 

SE1OHS 


9a Devonshire Square 
London 
EC2M 4AE 
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Thursday, April 16th 2015 


REE COPY 


ISSUE 18 


PRINCE Harry in Lesotho at the end of 
last year with his charity Sentabale. The 
Prince is pictured playing with two 
young children who are on the charity's 
programme to treat malnourishment - 
'Touching Tiny Lives' 

Photo by Chris Jackson/REX Shutterstock 
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Harry the royal gardener 


By Geoff Baker 


Rompski of Fulham 

Est. 1955 

613a Fulham Road, London SW6 5UQ 
Tel: 020 7731 3270 

Quality Key Cutting, Show Repairs and 
Shoe Sales 

Buy a pair of Barkers or Cheaney Leather 
Shoes from our range and we’ll give you a 
FREE shoe repair up to the value of £45 



Visit us in store or go to 

www.rompskioffulham.com 


Philanthropy in bloom in the Prince's Chelsea garden 


T.“ Eiu s gfmh 

A month’s 


1HE judges 
at next 
month’s 
Chelsea Flower 
Show face a bit 
of a protocol 
problem - among 
the entries for the 
top garden will be one from 
Prince Harry. 

What’s the form for this? 
Would it be seen as smacking of 
sycophancy if Harry walks off 
with the best in show? Would a 
‘highly commended’ rosette be 
considered too little reward for 
a royal? Is there precedent in the 
Royal Horticultral Society’s 
rulebook? What to do? 

The answer, though, is glar- 
ingly-obvious; there are Peo¬ 
ple’s Choice awards at Chelsea 


ROYAL 

SPECIAL 


and if ever any gar¬ 
den deserved one of 
them it will be the 
‘Hope In Vulnera¬ 
bility’ garden which 
has been organised 
by the fourth in line 

_ to the throne who 

should by rights be 
known as the People’s Prince for 
his often-secret humanitarian 
work. 

Right reward 

For a prize for Harry’s garden 
would not just be for the thou¬ 
sands of plants and shrubs that 
designer Matt Keightley will be 
arranging spectacularly, nor 
would it be some RHS recogni¬ 
tion for the tens of thousands of 
Harry’s age group who are ex¬ 
pected to now take up an interest 
in gardening following his fash¬ 


ionable lead, it would be a just 
and right reward for a young 
man who has been working pri¬ 
vately “to hopefully save a gen¬ 
eration” affected by HIV and 
Aids. 

The Hope In Vulnerability gar¬ 
den represents the very best of 
human spirit, it is philanthropy 
in bloom, the budding of a side 
of Harry of which most are un¬ 
aware. 

The garden is the latest in a se¬ 
ries of awareness-raising events 
organised by Sentebale, a char¬ 
ity founded by Prince Harry and 
Prince Seesio of Lesotho, an 
African country that most peo¬ 
ple could not place on a map, 
one of the poorest in the world 
where 40 per cent of the two 
million population lives below 

TURN to page 3 


Specialists in used 

Herman Miller Aerons chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 



We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 


Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 


THE paper serving ROYAL London 
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Making a difference to children's lives 


FROM page 1 

where 37,000 children aged under 14 are living 
with HIV and where 200,000 of the nation’s 
500,000 schoolage children have lost one or both 
parents to Aids. 

Most of us have not heard of Sentebale; the char¬ 
ity - which means Forget Me Not - gets just a 
scant, one-sentence mention in Harry’s massive bi¬ 
ography on Wikipedia, and yet it is here where 
since 2004 the heart of a prince is found; where in 
tom jeans and an ethnic blanket he has helped build 
a centre for the Aids-struck children and has led the 
establishment of a support and schooling network 
for the vulnerable. It is also where you’ll find him 
playing on the floor with happily-gurgling HIV 
toddlers on his knees. 

“I think Harry wants to make a difference and 
I’ve seen that in Sentebale,” his older brother once 
astutely observed, “they love him there for what 
Sentebale has become. And hopefully what it will 
become in the future will be a massive credit to 
him.” 

Prince Harry has thrown himself into making a 
stand for the Aids children of Lesotho. He has or¬ 
ganised charity polo matches and sponsored bike 
rides up mountains, attended charity film screen¬ 
ings and photography exhibitions, worked a day at 
the Stock Exchange, and guested himself at a din¬ 
ner in Dubai that raised $1 million for his tragic 
kids. 

Lonely children 

Recently, for World Aids Day, he made another 
stand when he spoke up for the lonely children by 
recording a hard-hitting international plea for un¬ 
derstanding. 

“One tragic issue in particular is the shame and 
stigma linked to HIV,” he said. “This causes thou¬ 
sands of children to needlessly die each year be¬ 
cause they are keeping their illness a secret and not 
getting the proper medical attention they need. 

“One of our main programmes encourages chil¬ 
dren to discuss their concerns and talk openly about 
their health issues with medical professionals. To 



I PRINCE Harry with the co-founder of Sentebale, Prince Seeiso, visiting children at the Kananelo Centre for the Deaf in Lesotho 


show our support for the children of Lesotho and 
all affected with HIV, we are turning this World 
Aids Day into a day where no-one should feel any 
shame about their secrets. Together we can tackle 
the stigmas around HIV and give the young people 
carrying it the childhood that they deserve.” 

It is easy to imagine his mother applauding that. 
The Princess of Wales probably did more than any¬ 
one to change public opinion on HIV when at the 
end of the ignorant Eighties she picked up a little 
boy with Aids in Harlem Hospital and hugged him. 



SUNDAY 
19 APRIL ZDI5 


SHAKESPEARE! 

BIRTHDAY PART 1 

Alas poor Yorick... he missed the party!' 



#ShakespearesBirthday 

5HAKE5PEARE5GLDBE.COM 


Now, like mother like son. 

“Prince Seeiso and I decided that we could make 
a long-term difference by starting a charity that 
could direct funds to the grassroots organisations, 
which were taking so much of the strain but find¬ 
ing it hard to get help,” said Prince Harry. 

“We came up with the name Sentebale, which 
means “forget-me-not” in Sesotho, the language 
of Lesotho, and the idea seemed perfect. 

“This charity is a way in which Prince Seeiso 
and I can remember our mothers, who both 
worked with vulnerable children and people af¬ 
fected by AIDS. I really 
feel that by doing this I 
can follow in my 
mother’s footsteps and 
keep her legacy alive”. 

Recently he added in 
an interview with CBS 
This Morning, “Conver¬ 
sations with my mother 
and father and my 
grandparents as I grew 
up have driven me to 
want to try to make a 
difference as much as 
possible. My brother 
and I are very privileged 
in the position which we 
are, but with the privi¬ 
lege comes great re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

It really is 
that simple 

“We were born into 

this position and therefore we’ll do what we need 
to for people and the kids that need it. It really is 
that simple for us.” 

Although the winsome prince last week charmed 
the crowds when pomp and brass bands met his 
fully-uniformed arrival in Australia, although he 
is feted at black tie charity balls around the globe 
- next month he will be honoured with a special 
award for his HIV work at the glittering extrava¬ 
ganza of the Life Ball in Vienna - it is the dusty 
forgotten kingdom of Lesotho that has made the 
big impact on him. 

“This is my side that no-one gets to see,” Prince 
Harry said during one of his many unannounced 
trips to Lesotho. 

“I love the children and the nicest thing is that 
they don’t know who I am. I’m just a normal guy 
to them, which is really special to me. 

“What we’re doing is going to change thousands 
of children’s live and hopefully save a genera¬ 
tion.” 

Meanwhile in Maidenhead, where the prince’s 
designer Matt Keightley’s landscaping company 
Rosebank is based, Matt is preparing 3,500 plants 


and shrubs that will make up Harry’s garden. 

“Lesotho is known as the forgotten kingdom but 
it will be brought to life through the Hope In Vul¬ 
nerability garden that evokes the native landscape 
and celebrates the work of Sentebale,” he said. 

Whether he and Harry will win a Chelsea gong 
is in the hands of judges who reportedly only 
spend around two minutes on each exhibit. But the 
publicity that Harry’s Garden will bring both the 
show and the RHS will be massive and little like 
they have ever seen before. And hopefully it will 
make us all more HIV-aware. 



■ IN 2013 B&Q sponsored a Chelsea Garden for the Sentebale charity. 
Prince Harry is pictured showing it to his grandmother HM The Queen 

Photo by Bethany Clarke RHS 


A! 
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T Sentebale, the priority is always to 
reach Lesotho's most needy and vul- 
l nerable children, many of whom are 
the victims of extreme poverty and 
Lesotho's HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

The charity directs aid through funding 
and management support to voluntary, 
grassroots community services that at¬ 
tempt to fill the gaps in care. Whether they 
offer vulnerable children safe accommo¬ 
dation, hot meals or psychosocial support, 
these services can make a huge difference 
to children's ability to lead a more reward¬ 
ing life. The charity also considers more 
entrepreneurial projects that can change 
the lives of communities trying to support 
vulnerable children. 

For more information on Sentebale go to 
www.sentebale.org. 
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ROYAL LONDON 


Royal family attend Easter Service 



CHURCH PARADE: Prince Andrew, Princess Anne, Tim Laurence, Prince Edward, Lady 
Louise Windsor, Peter Phillips, the Countess of Wessex, Autumn Phillips and Princess 
Beatrice on Easter morning. Below Milo Fairman presents a bouquet to The Queen 


Photos: ZUMA/O'Malley/REX/Shutterstock 
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FULL details of future and recent events in the ever- 
busy diaries of the many members of The Royal Fam¬ 
ily are available from the official website 
www.royal.gov.uk but here’s the London schedule for 
the week ahead for Where To See A Royal. 

• Tuesday, April 14th 

The Princess Royal, as Patron of the Gordonstoun 
Plus Campaign, will hold a dinner at St James’s 
Palace. 

The Duke of Gloucester, as President of British Ex¬ 
pertise, will present the British Expertise Interna¬ 
tional Awards at the Royal Garden Hotel, Kensington 
W8. 

The Duchess of Gloucester, as Colonel-in-Chief of 
the Royal Canadian Dental Corps, will present a new 
banner at Canada House, Trafalgar Square. 

• Wednesday, April 15th 

The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh will hold a 
lunch for Members of the Order of Merit at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace. 

The Duke of Kent, as President of the Trustees of 
the Duke of Edinburgh Commonwealth Study Con¬ 
ference, will visit the Urban Innovation Centre, 
Clerkenwell. 

Princess Alexandra, as President of the Queen 
Alexandra’s House Association, will attend a concert 
at Kensington Gore SW7. 

Princess Alexandra, as Royal President of the 


Alzheimer’s Society, will hold a reception at St 
James’s Palace. 

• Thursday, April 16th 

The Princess Royal, as Warden of the Fishmongers’ 
Company, will attend a Gerneral Court Meeting at 
Fishmongers’ Hall, London Bridge EC4. 

The Princess Royal will attend the Lord Mayor’s 
Big Curry Lunch at The Guildhall, Gresham Street 
EC2. 

• Friday, April 17th 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Patron of the Outward 
Bound Trust, will hold a dinner at Windsor Castle. 

• Saturday, April 18th 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Captain General of the 
Royal Marines, will attend the Mountbatten Festival 
of Music at the Royal Albert Hall. 

• Sunday, April 19th 

The Queen and Princess Alexandra, as Colonels- 
in-Chief of the Royal Calgary Highlanders, will at¬ 
tend a reception at Canada House, Trafalgar Square, 
to commemorate the regiment’s involvement in 
WW1. 

Princess Alexandra, on behalf of The Queen, will 
lay a wreath at the parade and service of remem¬ 
brance at the Canada Memorial, Green Park. 

• Tuesday, April 21st 

The Countess of Wessex, as Patron of the Craft 
Guild of Chefs, will hold a reception to mark its 50th 
anniversary at Buckingham Palace. 


H ER Majesty the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh were accompanied by three of 
their children and several grandchildren 
for the annual Easter Matins service at St George’s 
Chapel in Windsor. 

Princess Anne, Prince Andrew and Prince Ed¬ 
ward joined the party, while the youngest royal 
family member attending was Lady Louise Wind¬ 
sor, 11, daughter of the Count and Countess of 
Wessex. 

Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall 


were believed to be in Scotland celebrating their 
10th wedding anniversary, while the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge were also missing, await¬ 
ing the birth of their second child. 

The royal family were welcomed by the Dean of 
Windsor, the Right Reverend David Connor, who 
led the Easter Sunday service. 

Afterwards The Queen, dressed in blue, was pre¬ 
sented with a bouquet of spring daffodils by Milo 
Fairman, seven, the grandson of Colonel Barrie 
Fairman, a Military Knight of Windsor. 



Landlord Licensing Scheme 

Consultation 


A SELECTIVE LICENSING SCHEME FOR THE PRIVATE RENTED SECTOR 

Tower Hamlets Council is considering introducing a selective licensing 
scheme for private landlords renting properties to tenants. This will mean 
that private landlords will need to obtain a license from the council before a 
property can be rented out. 

The council wants to use selective licensing to tackle anti-social behaviour, deal 
with poor housing standards and to assist in improving the overall management 
of rented accommodation. 


The areas where the scheme 
is under consideration are: 

• Spitalfields and 
Banglatown 

• Weavers 

• Whitechapel 

• Bow East 

• Bow West 

• Blackwall and 
Cubitt Town 

• Millwall 


For more information, come to one of our drop in 
sessions, at 6.30pm. 

Tue 14/04/15 - St Margaret's House (Bow West) 

Mon 20/04/15 - Harry Gosling School (Whitechapel) 
Thurs 30/04/15 - PDC Bethnal Green (Weavers) 

Tues 05/05/15 - Idea Store Bow (Bow East) 

Tues 12/05/15 - Idea Store Whitechapel (Spitalfields 
& Banglatown) 

Mon 18/05/15 - Rowing Club (Millwall) 

Mon 01/06/15 - Mulberry Place (Blackwall & 

Cubitt Town) 


If you are a private sector tenant, landlord, business or service provider located in 
or outside the areas listed above and would like to make some comments then 
please complete the online questionnaire at 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/llsconsultation 



For further information, log on to 

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/landlordlicensing 

Consultation runs from March 16, 2015 for 12 weeks 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


As the Cold War is back on... 


It’s all in The Game 



■ BEING JOE: Tom Hughes and Joe Lambe and Brian Cox ad Daddy in The Game 


By Geoff Baker 

O N its website this week the British 
Secret Service is advertising for 
new graduates to join its Intelli¬ 
gence Officer Development Programme 
and train to become £33,000-a-year war¬ 
rant officers, who are allowed to “intercept 
letters, emails and telephone calls, interfere 
with property or carry out intrusive surveil¬ 
lance”. 

In its ad at www.mi5.gov.uk MI5 adds: “Much of 
your time will be spent liaising with the teams 
working on investigations. It is imperative that our 
warrants reflect the intelligence case and are pro¬ 
portionate to the level of the threat.” 

The new level of threat is Cold War Two, which 
means that besides fighting terrorism MI5 warrant 
officers will be trained to hack the phones and 
emails of some of the 200,000 Russians now living 
in London and it is also why the jobs board at MI5 
is also advertising “Russian language opportuni¬ 
ties” for IT wizards. 

The world has changed, not since the 1980s have 
the British intelligence services been so spooked 
by the Russian presence in what they now call 
“Londongrad”. 

Earlier this year ministers ordered a security 
crackdown on Russia with direct action against 
Vladimir Putin’s spies in Britain. Senior security 
sources say there has been a “policy change” to¬ 
wards Russian intelligence officers operating in the 
UK. 

“MI5 bosses have told the counter-espionage 
branch of the security service to step up surveil¬ 
lance against Kremlin-backed agents on the streets 
of London,” The Sunday Times reported six weeks 
ago. 

Many spies 

The crackdown on the Kremlin comes after the 
former KGB spy chief Oleg Gorchievsky, who es¬ 
caped to Britain hidden in the boot of a diplomatic 
car, warned that Moscow is operating as many 
spies in Britain as it did during the Cold War. 

According to Gorchievsky, a former KGB colonel 
who defected to the UK in 1985, there are more 
than 50 Russian spies operating out of 15 A Kens¬ 
ington Palace Gardens, otherwise known at the 
Russian Embassy. 

“Gordievsky claims a large number of Vladimir 
Putin's agents are based at the Russian embassy in 
Kensington Palace Gardens. He said that as well as 
career officers, the embassy runs a network of ‘in¬ 
formers’, who are not officially employed, but who 
regularly pass on useful information. They include 
a famous oligarch,” reported The Guardian. 

Of course, there are so many “famous oligarchs” 
among the 450 Russian millionaires now living in 
London, particularly in Kensington and Chelsea, 
that it is difficult to identify which one Gordiesky 
was fingering, but the fact remains that Britain is 
now officially bothered by some of the many Rus¬ 
sians in its midst and it needs more recruits to deal 
with it. 

So it’s perfect timing then for the TV chiefs to 
launch a major new spy thriller, “The Game”, 
which starts on BBC2 later this month. 

Television is the great persuader and often fiction 
persuades better than fact. A cynic might wonder 
whether the arrival of this new and lavish series is 
part of a carefully-constructed information cam¬ 
paign launched gently by the authorities to more- 
easily reach the millions who do not spot Whitehall 
leaks to the broadsheets. 

A cynic may wonder that as the BBC and MI5 
both co-operate with and answer to the same au¬ 
thority, the Home Office, how much - if any - en¬ 
couragement did the secret service give to the 
broadcaster, via their mutual paymaster, to get the 
message of the Russian threat out to us and, more¬ 


over, to make the idea of joining the service very 
appealing? 

Pursuing the same speculation, just for the sake 
of the argument, what do you most need in a tele¬ 
vision series to win the hearts and minds of the 
viewers, and in particular, young graduates looking 
for a groovy job? 

What you need is an idol, a leading woman or 
man so charismatic and attractive that we are 
charmed into wanting to be like him. 

In Tom Hughes, the leading man of “The Game”, 
the BBC has found an idol so utterly attractive that 
it will not be long until the online application sys¬ 
tem at www.mi5.gov.uk is inundated with interest 
from young would-be spies. 

Tom Hughes is not just good-looking, he is pre¬ 
posterously good-looking, so unfeasibly handsome 
that when the one-time model who fronted a cam¬ 
paign for Burberry with Emma Watson appeared in 
the recent Ricky Gervais sitcom “Derek”, his char¬ 
acter was simply called “Andy the fit guy”. 

Even before “The Game” has started, publicists 
are calling Hughes “the young Cumberbatch” and 
it will not be long before he is upgraded by a head¬ 
line predictably asking “Is Tom Hughes The New 
Poldark?” and nudging aside Aidan Turner. 


“The Game”, says its creator Toby Whithouse, 
the screenwriter with cool credits including “Doc¬ 
tor Who” and “Being Human”, is a stylish, com¬ 
plex thriller, exploring the lives and lies of a team 
of MI5 officers caught in the middle of the mercu¬ 
rial and lethal Cold War. Gathered to form a special 
committee by the paranoid head of MI5, known 
simply as Daddy, they must investigate the exis¬ 
tence of a devastating Soviet plot that goes to the 
heart of the British establishment; Operation Glass. 

New mission 

The Soviets are reactivating sleeper agents across 
the UK, giving each a specific task. In every 
episode the team receive a new name on the list, a 
new traitor to investigate, a new mission into the 
unknown. At first the tasks seem unconnected, but 
as the team soon discover, each is part of a jigsaw 
that when completed could change the course of 
the Cold War. 

As Joe Lambe in “The Game”, Hughes plays not 
just a MI5 agent but a literal sleeper agent, sleeper 
as in a bed stud, a drop-dead-gorgeous honey-trap¬ 
per employed by the secret service to seduce Russ¬ 
ian spies and informers by way of a bit of 
OOheaven. 

Whithouse says he was inspired to create Joe 


Lambe by the story of Anna Chapman, aka Anna 
Kushchyenko, the Russian honey-trap agent and 
one-time resident of Kensington who was arrested 
in New York on suspicion of working for the Russ¬ 
ian Federation’s external intelligence agency, the 
SVR, and later sent back to Moscow as part of a 
spy swap. 

“I think it began with that story in the press a cou¬ 
ple of years ago about Anna Chapman, the Russian 
sleeper agent, who was arrested for being part of a 
spy ring in New York and London. The story 
seemed to be beamed straight from the 1970s and 
I think there were several people from my genera¬ 
tion who felt an old pang of nostalgia,” said Whit¬ 
house. 

“We remember when the bogey man wasn't the 
suicide bomber or the EDL thug, but glamorous 
and ruthless Russian spies. It conjured up images 
of foggy London and murders by poison-tipped 
umbrellas. We remember the looming spectre of 
the Soviet East, we remember dramas like Threads, 
and the chilling public information broadcasts 
about what to do in the event of nuclear war. 

“I felt this wasn't just a fertile terrain for stories, 
but also an era that was familiar and yet relatively 
unexplored on popular television.” 

Tom Hughes is a Chester-born RADA graduate, 
an avid musician and former guitarist with the lit¬ 
tle-known Quaintways band, with a cult following 
for his roles in the Ian Dury biopic “Sex & Drugs 
& Rock & Roll” and the Ricky Gervais comedy 
drama “Cemetery Junction”. His appeal is well 
summed up by two things - four years ago he was 
named as one’s of BAFTA’s “Brits to watch”, 
around the same time that one admirer posted on 
his fansite “I want to go out with him more than 
anything”. 

Hughes shared the same longing to land his part 
as Joe Lambe, Her Majesty’s man on the game in 
“The Game”. 

“I desperately wanted the part,” he said. 

Cool 

“Joe was written a bit older than me, and I 
thought that might go against me. He’s so at log¬ 
gerheads with himself. On the surface he’s cool and 
yet underneath there is this pounding, relentless de¬ 
pression and darkness and questioning and fear. 

“There’s a mistake you can make there as an actor 
- you don’t want to give too much or too little of 
that away. I wanted to know if I could do it, if I 
could play a character like that. It’s a proper gift of 
a role. 

“He is a honeytrapper, which means he sleeps 
with women for information. We meet him a year 
after a big event in his life when he fell madly in 
love with a girl called Yulia, who acts as an in¬ 
former for him at the Russian embassy. 

“At the start of the first episode we see what looks 
like Joe offering himself up to the KGB to betray 
his country and to act as informer. One year on, Joe 
is back at MI5 and a broken man. 

“Joe’s good at reading people and is able to shift 
his emotional state. He’s a man who’s never been 
comfortable in his own skin from a young age and 
has a lot of darkness within him, so he’s learnt to 
manage his own emotions. Joe has an uncanny abil¬ 
ity to know when people are telling the truth and 
to know what they really mean by the things that 
they say. His instincts are sharp and MI5 like that.” 

“I don’t think he feels allegiance to anything in 
his life, even to himself. To a degree he’s emotion¬ 
less; he’s in his own world, his own bubble. He just 
happens to be phenomenally good at what he does. 

“I don’t think he finds the job exciting, I just think 
it’s just what he’s good at doing. For a lot of the 
other characters this feels like it’s a career, it’s their 
life. It’s not for Joe.” 

But perhaps Being Joe is very much for others. 
We shall see if MI5’s current recruitment drive is 
over-run with applications when “The Game” starts 
on BBC2 at the end of the month. 
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cJL Your exclusive opportunity 
™ to enjoy Show Home living 




BECKENHAM 

Worsley Bridge Road BR3 1DR 


• fttrodLcng The Fooogra»e, an mpress*e4, bedroom 
detached Sho* Mowc. rtenor devgr*ed by Claude Hooper, 
offering versatile living spt*e 


Marketing Suite and Sho* Home 
open duly 10am to Spm 


& 


The Foxgrovc 4 bedroom Show Home . set m ar aarlutbe (oration, on a private, gacod 
at £ 870,000 development, close to sought after Beckenham. 

• Available nrtth hify integrated appliances, fixtures, fittings 
and funtuie - ready to move rto fron June 2015 


0844 644 2503 

lmdefihomesxo.uk/c«Yitury 


Linden 

HOMES 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


Eating the Shoku-Iku way 

Japanese chef Makiko Sano who runs Suzu Japanese sushi bar in Hammersmith 
Road believes we should give more thought to the food we are eating 



■ MAKIKO Sano 


H OW often do you 
really think care¬ 
fully about what 
you're putting in your 
mouth? 

After a hard day at work, it’s 
usually a case of quickly refu¬ 
elling, isn't it? And when 
you're hungry, you'll eat any¬ 
thing - never mind the calories. 

If you're anything like me, and 
the brake was well and truly 
off this Easter weekend, you're 
probably now nursing a sugar 
hangover. 

But there is a different way - 
and for once, it doesn't involve 
a scary-sounding fad diet. In¬ 
stead, the Japanese approach 
to food, Shoku-iku, means 
'food education', and was pio¬ 
neered alongside macrobiotics 
in the late 1800s by military 
doctor Sagen Ishizuka, who 
believed the secret to health 
and healing was to strengthen 
the body from the inside. 

In June 2005, concerned by 
the effects of Western fast 
food, families not eating to¬ 
gether and schoolchildren 
skipping breakfast, the Japan¬ 
ese government passed the 
Basic Law of Shoku-iku, mak¬ 
ing education about nutrition 
and food origins compulsory. 

As a result - as chef Makiko 
Sano, author of Shoku-iku! Japanese 
Conscious Eating For A Long And 
Healthy Life, explains - Japanese people 
are never on diets and never skip meals 
to lose weight, as they are consciously 
monitoring their nutritional intake with 
every meal, every day. 

"I don't believe in diets," says busy 
mum-of-four Sano. "I prefer to make sure 
I eat balanced meals. 

"You shouldn't avoid what you like to 
eat, but it's important to think about what 
you have been eating throughout the day, 
and make sure you don't eat lots of your 
favourite unhealthy food. Simple food 
can be delicious too," she adds. 


In her book, she acknowledges that it 
will take time to retrain yourself to be 
more mindful about food, and to ditch the 
"just-grab-something attitude". But by 
choosing food based on its power to in¬ 
vigorate, she insists you'll feel "better, 
lighter and in control" - and soon it'll be¬ 
come a way of life. 

According to Sano, who grew up in 
Tokyo before moving to London and 
opening sushi restaurant Suzu, the basic 
rules of Shoku-iku include the Buddhist- 
inspired Power of Five to boost variety: 
eating foods from five groups (grains, 
vegetables, fruits, protein and dairy) that 
appeal to your five senses, that contain 


five tastes (sweet, sour, bitter, 
salt and the savoury 'umami'), 
and which aim to reflect five 
colours (green/blue,red/orange, 
white, black/brown, yellow). 

Sano has seen first-hand the 
difference that being mindful of 
what we're eating can make; it 
helped her son, Leon, who was 
diagnosed with autism aged 
three. 

"He was very aggressive. I 
don't want to say it, because he 
is my son, but he was like an an¬ 
imal when he was young. He 
just couldn't understand the 
world we live in and I couldn't 
take him out to the park or go 
shopping," she recalls. 

It was Sano's own mother who 
encouraged her to think about 
Leon's diet. 

"She never takes medicine and 
believes food is connected with 
our bodies," Sano explains. 

"For example, I had severe 
eczema when I was young. My 
mother checked which foods I 
was allergic to and she made 
everything from scratch, and my 
eczema disappeared when I was 
six." 

Following her mother's advice, 
she kept a stool diary for her son 
for a month and took him for an 
allergy test, but got the all-clear. 

"My mother insisted that 
something must be wrong with 
his gut, so I searched and found out that 
autistic children might have problems 
with gluten and dairy products. So I de¬ 
cided to do a gluten and dairy-free diet. 
It was easy for me, as Japanese people 
don't use dairy in our food and we eat 
gluten-free rice every day." 

The switch had a big impact on Leon. 
"He is still autistic, but he is very caring 
and such a fun boy to be around," says 
Sano. 

"He is in a special school at the mo¬ 
ment, but he's doing very well. And I do 
believe that what he has been eating has 
helped him in many ways." 


Competition winner 

THE winner of the London Weekly News 
competition to win lunch at a Hixter 
restaurant was Angela Trainor. 

Angela was delighted with her prize 
and she and her guest are pictured with 
the chef Jim Abbott and and manager of 
Hixter Bankside, Alex Sarraille. 

Angela said: "We had the most fantastic 
time at Hixter for our prize meal. 

"The staff were very welcoming and the 
food was excellent as were the cocktails 
and wine. Our waiter Matthew was bril¬ 
liant and very knowledgeable and noth¬ 
ing was too much trouble. 

"It was a great experience. Thank you 
very much from two very happy food 
lovers." 





Serves 4 


MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 

Wild Rabbit and 
St George's 
mushroom broth 


A COUPLE of years ago, I managed to get into what I 
call 'the Easter rabbit press saga' when it was put about 
that we were using unethically-farmed wild rabbits in 
the restaurants. In fact, we only ever use wild rabbits which 
have been culled, but still whenever I write a rabbit recipe, I 
remember the row. Another thing to note is that the other main 
ingredient here, St George's mushrooms, are rather erratic - 
certainly with the weather as it is - but if you know a good for¬ 
ager, it is worth asking for these meaty white mushrooms (if 
you don't, use cultivated mushrooms instead). 


1 wild rabbit, skinned and oven-ready 
1 onion, peeled and roughly chopped 
1 leek, roughly chopped and washed 
10 black peppercorns 
1 bay leaf 

A few sprigs of thyme 

6 g butter, plus a couple of knobs more 

50g flour 

1 '/iltrs chicken stock 

Salt and freshly ground white pepper 

100-120g St George's mushrooms, cleaned and sliced if large, 

otherwise halved or quartered 

Leaves from a few sprigs of tarragon 

60ml double cream 


Remove the legs and shoulders from the rabbit and place in a saucepan 
with the onion, leek, peppercorns, bay leaf, thyme, stalks from the tar¬ 
ragon and stock. Remove the fillets from the saddle and freeze (save these 
for a salad at another time). Chop the bones into 3 or 4 pieces and add to 
the pot. 

Bring to the boil and simmer for about an hour, or until the meat is ten¬ 
der. Remove the legs and shoulder and place on a plate to cool. In a clean 
pan, melt the butter and stir in the flour on a medium heat. Gradually 
whisk in the stock (you need to do it in stages to prevent lumps forming). 

Bring to the boil, season and simmer gently for 30 minutes. Remove the 
bones and blend the soup with a hand blender or liquidiser to give it a 
nice silky finish. Meanwhile, melt the two knobs of butter in a frying pan 
and gently cook the mushrooms for 2-3 minutes without colouring them. 

Remove all of the meat from the legs and shoulders and tear into pieces; 
add to the soup with the cream and tarragon. Season to taste, then simmer 
for a minute or so before serving. 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC * THEATRE ★ REVIEWS 



■ GIRLS DON'T PLAY FOOTBALL: Natasha 
Jayetileke as Mrs Bhamra 



■ GIRLS DO PLAY 
FOOTBALL: Natalie 

Dew, left and right, as 
Jess Bhamra with Lau¬ 
ren Samuels as her 
best friend Jules 


Back to bend it like 
you know who... 



M 

By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic , 


W ITH a 
number of 
interna¬ 
tional stars opening 
in West End shows 
over the next few 
weeks, one of the 
most hotly antici¬ 
pated shows ‘Bend It 
like Beckham’ may 
only have a mega 
star in the title but is 
set to take the Lon¬ 
don by storm when it starts previews on the 
May 15th. 

Based on the 2002 British comedy drama film, 
this all new musical, written by Gurinder Chadha, 
boasts a wealth of talent and producers are hoping 
the well-known title and much enjoyed story will 
enchant the London theatre going public. 

The story is about an 18-year-old Punjabi Sikh 
girl, Jess Bhamra, living in Southall whose parents 
have forbidden her from playing football because 
she's a girl. The film set box office records both in 
Britain and the U.S. and famously starred a young 
Kiera Knightly as Jules, the football mad friend. 
Playing Jules in the new musical production is for¬ 
mer BBC Over The Rainbow finalist, Lauren 
Samuels who is loving the challenge of mixing 
football with musical theatre. 

"It's very busy, we're all very exhausted, but it’s 
fun and we’re having a great time," she said. 

I asked Lauren if she had always been interested 
in football. 

"I had to learn it completely from scratch. My 
older brother was always into his sport and when I 
was younger I wanted to be him, so I used to watch 
football with him. I've not played a game of foot¬ 
ball since primary school so it's been really going 
back to basics, but it's so much fun learning any 
new skill and I'm really into my fitness so it's been 
great. 

"We used to both support Arsenal. My brother 


supported them so that's who I supported. We both 
had our Arsenal t-shirts and hats and scarves." 

Being a musical theatre performer requires a cer¬ 
tain standard agility of but I wondered if Lauren 
had the football skills to match her character. 

"I'm not hopeless you know,” she said, while 
laughing. “We had to do a football based workshop 
for one of the auditions. 

"There's loads of pressure, everybody knows 
Kiera Knightly from the film. When you say your 
doing ‘Bend it Like Beckham’ people say that's the 
one with Kiera Knightly. 

“I did watch the movie back when I was audition¬ 
ing but I haven't watched it since because, obvi¬ 
ously, I want to do my own thing with the character 
and find my own way to play the part of Jules." 

I asked what is this show from other West End 
musicals and why people should get a ticket. 

Real footballs 

"Well first and foremost it's a musical based 
around football so surely the men will want to 
come and watch that. Everyone remembers the 
movie from 2002 and that's when the musical is set. 
I think it's great for people to learn a bit about other 
cultures. We've got lots going on on stage, lots of 
colourful Indian dancing scenes but also the lovely 
Southhall moments. We've got real footballs so lots 
of margin for error. That's always fun to see isn't it? 

“The music is just the most incredible fusion of 
contemporary musical theatre and Bhangra. There's 
nothing like it out there with the mixture of the In¬ 
dian instruments and the Indian voices. We have 
two heritage Indian singers in the company who do 
things with their voices I can't even fathom. People 
are going to be blown away with this music." 

I ask if the company has yet been graced with the 
presence of the great 'Golden Balls' himself? 

“No, he hasn't been here. I mean, that’s the only 
reason I accepted this job! 

“I really hope that we get to see him on press 
night. Our director said how fond he is of the film 
so we're really hoping he'll come along." 

• Bend it Like Beckham begins previews at The 
Phoenix Theatre from May 15th. 
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Dusty goes multi-media 


A MULTI-media show cele¬ 
brating the music of 60s 
pop icon Dusty Spring- 
field, will receive its world pre¬ 
miere at the Charing Cross 
Theatre next month. 

With original music by the leg¬ 
endary Dusty Springfield, audi¬ 
ences will see and hear 
Springfield on stage using the 
most up-to-date 3-D technology 
and digital media. Following the 
highs and lows of Springfield's 


career, the show will also include 
live performance, music and 
dance in a musical theatre style 
format. 

Written by Kim Weild and Dun¬ 
can Sibbald, the show is seen 
through the eyes of Dusty's 
childhood friend Nancy Jones, 
and will include some recently 
discovered rare film footage. 

Previews begin at the Charing 
Cross Theatre on the May 25th 
and is booking until August. 


High hopes for Apartment 40c 


I T'S always good to see a 
new musical and, after its 
sell-out run at London The¬ 
atre Workshop, Apartment 40c 
came highly acclaimed. 

Running for just a week at the 
wonderful St James Studio, this mu¬ 
sical written by Ray Rackham 
(book and lyrics) and Tom Lees 
(music), boasts all the elements of a 
great new show. The music is sim¬ 
ply sublime and lyrically it was 
wonderful, with each song having a 
purpose and allowing the flow of 
the story to move with pace. 

Set in a New York apartment, the 
plot follows a couple in three stages 
of their life together. Played simul¬ 
taneously, the story was a little hard 
to get to grips with at the start but 
once the boundaries were set, I 
found myself easily able to get to 
know these absorbing characters. 

The youngest incarnations of 
Eddie and Katie, played by Alex 
James Ellison and Alex Crossley il¬ 
lustrated the exciting flash of youth 
and the hope and excitement of new 


Apartment 40C 
The St James Studio 


adventures and new experiences. 
Crossley, particularly, captured the 
naivety needed, and sang with 
strength and panache. 

Lizzie Wofford and Johnjo Flynn 
had the more difficult task of devel¬ 
oping the characters during the 
more heart-wrenching aspects of the 
story. Wofford's rich and soulful 
voice really impressed and Flynn’s 
Act 2 solo 'Midnight Hours' was the 
highlight of his excellent portrayal. 

Highlighting the bitterness and re¬ 
gret in the story, Nova Skipp and 
Peter Gerald had immense chem¬ 
istry and I loved the way the writers 
slightly changed the style to a more 
traditional musical theatre theme for 
their songs. 

There were a couple of places in 
Act 1 where the action needed to be 
a little tighter but Act 2 was brilliant 
and I left the theatre hoping the 
show will be developed further so 
more people will be able to share it. 


West end stars to duet 
for one night only 



by Nicky Sweetland 

WEST End Stars Kerry 
Ellis and Louise Dearman 
have announced that they 
will be performing a one- 
off concert at the Prince 
Edward Theatre to cele¬ 
brate their careers and 
their 20-year friendship. 

The one night only concert 
on September 27th will give 
fans the chance to see two of 
the West End's biggest names 
perform musical theatre duets 
as well as songs from other 
genres. 

Between them they have 
played some of the most 
iconic roles in the West End 
including Elphaba in Wicked, 
Nancy in Oliver and Eva 
Peron in Evita. 

Ellis is currently starring as 
Grizabella in Cats at The Lon¬ 
don Palladium and has re¬ 
ceived rave reviews since 
taking over the role in Febru¬ 
ary. 

Dearman was the first ac¬ 
tress to play both lead roles in 
Wicked and is to star in the 
Songbook of Judy Garland 
which is set to tour the UK in 
May. 

The girls are delightful 
when in each other's company 
and obviously get on really 
well. 

Louise told me how it had 
come about: "We've been 


talking about it for 20 years 
but we've been planning this 
concert for about two months. 

"When we were approached 
about this, it was a combina¬ 
tion of it being the right time, 
and the producers saying 
we've got this idea. We know 
you've known each other a 
long time and it just came to¬ 
gether, and at this brilliant, 
brilliant theatre.” 

I asked if they had chosen a 
set list yet, or had ideas for 
songs they both wanted to 
sing. 

Kerry said: "We are starting 


to throw stuff out there. 
There's an endless list of 
songs we want to cover. 
What's nice about us is that 
because we know each other 
really well and we know each 
other's voices really well, it's 
a very straightforward 
process." 

Louise added: "It's obvious 
who would sing which part 
and it's exciting throwing 
things around. It's about all 
the different genres. It's not 
just about musical theatre. We 
both love pop music and con¬ 
temporary music so there's 


going to be a nice mix of all 
of those things." 

The pair didn't dismiss the 
idea of a potential recording 
or tour with Kerry adding: "At 
the moment we're concentrat¬ 
ing on making it special and 
making it a one-off night.” 

This is likely to be a really 
special evening for fans of 
both Kerry and Louise and I 
will definitely be putting Sep¬ 
tember 27th in my diary. 

Tickets are on sale for this 
event from the box office at 
the Prince Edward Theatre. 


Not really up to professional standard 


I T'S always interesting to visit 
some of the smaller and more in¬ 
timate theatrical venues in Lon¬ 
don, and gradually I'm getting 
around to see them all. The Tristan 
Bates Theatre is one such place. A 
great little venue right in the heart of 
central London with just enough 
charm and a great ambiance. 

On offer while I was there was a 
double bill of short one-act plays 
written by Odessa Celt and con¬ 
cerned with medical ethics. 

The first, Membrane, was about a 
British-Arab woman looking for an 
intimate surgical procedure ahead of 
her wedding night, to spark debate 
on the value of virginity and cultural 
divides. I found the subject matter 
fairly interesting, but unfortunately 
it was wrapped up in such a farcical 
plotline that any of the interest I had 
soon vanished. 

The play had just three actors and 
the standard of performance just 
wasn't really good enough to warrant 
its professional billing. The script 
was quite weak and I felt very disap¬ 
pointed at the general level. 

The second play, Mutiny was better 
and Georgina Blackledge who played 
a new mum showed some depth to 
her performance even though, again 
the material was quite poor. 

This play, set in the future, explored 


Game Theory, 
Tristan Bates Theatre 


the advances in gene technology and 
the moral debate surrounding its 
uses. I found the backdrop fascinat¬ 
ing but again the delivery was not up 
to scratch and I was pleased the one 
act was relatively short. 

It's great to experience new things, 
and explore new genres of theatre 
but, with so many wonderfully acted 
and produced pieces in London, any¬ 
thing of a lower quality sticks out like 
a sore thumb. 




■ GEORGINA Blackledge in Game Theory at the Tristan Bates Theatre 
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■ GOOD TIMES: John Dagleish, George Maguire, Adam Sopp and Ned Derrington in Sunny 
Afternoon. Photograph by Kevin Cummins 


A sunny afternoon of musical entertainment 



■ GEORGE Maguire as Dave Davies 


I 


HAVE mentioned before that I am not 
usually a fan of the jukebox musical but 
after Sunny Af- 



By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


ternoon was nomi¬ 
nated for a handful 
of Olivier awards I 
thought I should 
make the effort to 
see this show based 
on the music and 
story of 60s band 
The Kinks. 

It's always interesting 
to look around at the de¬ 
mographic of the audi¬ 
ence and, as expected, 
the auditorium was made up predominantly of the 
more mature patron. 

As a slightly younger participant I was surprised 
at how many of the songs I recognised in this fab¬ 
ulously feelgood, lively and colourful show. Per¬ 
formed by an energetic and multi-talented cast, 
Sunny Afternoon had just enough sentimentality 
and nostalgia for those who were original fans of 
The Kinks, but with plenty of humour and story¬ 
telling for the less familiar watchers. 

John Dagleish as Ray Davies really was a revela¬ 
tion for me. Fantastically cast as the songwriter and 


Play that goes wrong must 
be doing something right! 


HE run of the Olivier Award-nomi¬ 
nated The Play That Goes Wrong has 
been extended for a second time until 
February 14th 2016. 

The Play That Goes Wrong started life in 
December 2012 at the Old Red Lion in the 
London fringe, playing to only four paying 
members of the public at the first perform¬ 
ance. 

The production subsequently transferred 
to Trafalgar Studios before embarking on a 
UK tour and is now playing at the Duchess 
Theatre. 

Co-written by Mischief Theatre company 
members Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer and 
Henry Shields, and directed by Mark Bell, 
The Play That Goes Wrong is a physical 
comedy with Buster Keaton inspired slap¬ 
stick delivered with split-second timing. 

The play introduces The'Cornley Poly¬ 
technic Drama Society'who are attempting 


to put on a 1920s murder mystery but, as 
the title suggests, everything that can go 
wrong... does, as the accident prone thes- 
pians battle on against all the odds to get 
to their final curtain call. It strikes a chord 
with anyone who has been part of non-pro¬ 
fessional theatre and is a hilarious riot 
from beginning to end. 

Producer Kenny Wax said: "It is remark¬ 
able that a booking, taken accidentally by 
an intern from The Duchess, for what she 
thought was a one-off charity performance 
for the Duchess of Grantham, has turned 
into a long running smash hit at the 
Duchess Theatre in the heart of London's 
glittering West End. I have invited the in¬ 
tern to the Olivier Awards. It was the least I 
could do." 

Duchess Theatre owner Nica Burns added: 
"Long may it go wrong!" 



Sunny Afternoon the Kinks Musical, 
The Harold Pinter Theatre 


lead singer of the group - he was kitsch and cool, 
with a great voice and fantastic charisma. 

Many of the cast doubled up by playing instru¬ 
ments throughout and I was particularly enthralled 
by the dancing trombonists. 

I also found the history of the band interesting, al¬ 
though I did feel we had come to the end of the story 
about half an hour before the show actually ended. 

This is a show I would recommend to all, and I 
would happily watch it again. 



■ JOHN Dagleish and Lillie Flynn 
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Nuts About Property 
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Our new Streatham office is now open! 

Contact the local property experts for a free sales or lettings valuation 
and for a limited time take advantage of our fantastic introductory offer. 


Streatham Office acorn. ltd.uk 

4 Streatham High Road, London SW16 1DB 

020 8768 6373 acorn 

streatham@acorn.ltd.uk 


The Acorn Group, incorporating: 
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Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 



BRAND NEW DAVINA EXER¬ 
CISE BIKE £50, Vax Upright 
Carpet Cleaner, vgc £50, Office 
Chair/Computer, lilac, vgc 
adjustable £40. Brand new 
boxed Toaster £20. 07930 616 
323/8741 1966 

LADIES SHOES brand new in 
box, Lipsy, pink and silver, size 
5 1/2, high heels £35, white & 
tax court shoe 5 1/2 £35. You 
wont be disappointed. 020 
8355 1259/07952 086 121 
ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION 
CDS & BOOK ideal for sound¬ 
ing more English or being clear¬ 
ly understood £20. (Postage 
included if mainland UK). Tel: 
020 8123 4028 

LARGE FREE STANDING 
WOOD FRAMED 3 BAR FIRE 

32"x20" in good working order. 
Free to good home. Buyer col¬ 
lects. Tel: 020 7370 6094 

COMPLETE BOX SET Minder 
TV series, unwanted gift. Played 
once £35. Buyer collects. 07818 
245 456 

MENS RUBBERIZED MAC 

medium size, good condition, 
needs some attention, colour 
black. 07855 247 801 

SMALL TRAILER SPARE 
WHEEL £50. Trailer 102 ERDE. 
Tel: 020 8995 2609 
OPTOLYTH 30 x 75 
UNLEADER TUBE Breitband- 
vercuting. Made in Germany. 
Tel. 020 7737 6144 

SAMSUNG COMBI 

MICROWAVE £20. 2ft 6" Divan 
Base with 2 large drawers £10. 
Tel: 020 8669 6823 
GOLD FRAMED MIRROR 44" 
(112cm) x 34" (86cm). Buyer 
collects. £17.50. 020 8473 7979 
DORCA SILVER THIMBLE 
£10. Tel: 020 8858 7569 



WOODCOTE 

AUCTIONS 


GENERAL SALE 
EVERY FRIDAY 

at: St Elpheges Hall 
120 Stafford Road 
Wallington, SM6 9AY 
Goods in from 12pm 
Viewing 3pm onwards 
Auctions start from 6pm 
Any queries please call 
07736 067 272 
Mr Halai 


MOBILE PHONE SAMSUNG 
GALAXY MINI 2-GT 56500. Very 
good condition, battery charger 
inc £50. 1970's Soda Syfon, red 
inc colour, vgc. £20. Tel: 07754 
792 799 

SINGLE BED WITH REMOTE 

to raise head and feet, buyer 
collects £80 ono. Tel: 020 8291 
7914 




MODEL RAILWAY CON¬ 
STRUCTION and model railway 
magazines ranging from 1961- 
1970, 37 copies £12. DENBY 
STONEWARE 8 1/2", 

BURLINGTON BLACK SKITTLE 
SHAPED JAR £24 ono, Clown 
Pelham Puppet (in box) £20. Tel: 
020 8850 1441 

VALVE RADIO 1940 Phillips, 
small brown Bakerlite model. 
Good condition and working 
order. £35. 01932 355 179 


SCOOTER CHILD'S PROTIX 

hardly used, brought from 
Revelotion, Ramsgate, Kent. 
Expensive, ideal for present, 
accept £35. Could arrange 
delivery. Tel: 020 8692 8449 

LADIES BICYCLE very good 
condition, recently services £40 
ono. Sidcup area. 020 8850 
7635 


ADJUSTABLE WALKING SUP¬ 
PORT TETRAPOD STICK 

maximum user weight 20st. 
Can deliver locally price £15, 
new £28. 020 8698 0357 

WANTED - FAST MOBILITY 
SCOOTER good condition, 
long mileage ration. Must deliv¬ 
er. Tel: 020 7064 0949 


BEAUTIFUL SANDERSON 
FLORAL CURTAINS 1 pair cur¬ 
tains fits 10' windows x 84" 
drop plus 1 curtain fits 4' win¬ 
dow x 84" drop interlined pinch 
pleat including brass poles £80 
the lot. Tel: 020 8642 5336 



501 DAYS OUT FOR KIDS IN 
THE UK & IRELAND Hardcover 
Book with hundreds of ideas as 
to what to do with the kids. 
BNIB, Brand new, mint condi¬ 
tion, boxed. Could post. £8. Tel. 
020 8670 7909 

GUIDE TO BETTER DUPLI¬ 
CATE BRIDGE Ron Klinger, 
Really Easy Defence, both are 
bridge books, new unwanted 
present. £8 and £6. Tel: 020 
8857 8060 


Cheap static caravan sited on 
Camber Sands 4* seaside park 
open 12 months. 3 bedroom 
spacious holiday home in excel¬ 
lent condition site fees for 2015 
are FREE call Charlotte 07446 
111 787 

Chalet holiday home for sale 

seaside location Camber Sands 
needs some refurbishment 
works completing price reflects 
this! Real bargain on a 4* sea¬ 
side holiday park. Call Charlotte 
for more info 07446 111 787 


VACUUM CLEANER Electrolux 
Contour 1000 watts, working in 
good conditions, any offer, vac¬ 
uum cleaner, neumatic interna¬ 
tional 230-240v, 1100 w maxim, 
850 w, minimum working in 
good condition, any offer. Tel: 
020 7733 1836 & 07877 818 
162 

DYSON UPRIGHT VACUUM 
CLEANERS cylinder cleaner, 
bagless, serviced, £35 each, 
now like new. Demonstrated 
working. Tel: 020 8692 8449. 
Could arrange delivery. 

GAS COOKER Cascade 50, 
white, with eye level grill, 4 
burner & oven in excellent con¬ 
dition £95. Tel: 07984 897 167 
anytime. 

DEEP PAN FRYER brand new, 
ideal for kitchen worktop, com¬ 
pact size, £10. Tel: 020 8682 
0771 

VAX POWER & PET VACUMM 
CLEANEr 2300 watts, antibac¬ 
terial, turbo tool 5lt capacity. 
Tel. 20 8412 0192 

DOUBLE HOTPLATE new still 
in box £15 no offers. 020 8858 
7569 


LADIES black satin jacket for 
evening wear & special occa¬ 
sions, 3/4 length sleeves, round 
neckline and zip up front, brand 
new, size 10, folds on front of 
jacket. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

BENETTON TWO PIECE SET 

cardigan style top with corded 
short skirt, olive green with flow¬ 
ers pattern, s/m, brand new £20 
(set). Brand new. 020 8682 0771 

LADIES TOP gold, silk, v neck¬ 
line with elaborate beading, 
round neckline sleeveless, 
brand new, Principles, size 16, 
£15. Tel. 020 8682 0771 

LADIES blue velvet jacket, with 
buttons on front, lovely colour, 
detail on sleevs, a beautiful 
jacket size 16 £20. Tel: 020 
8682 0771 

WHISTLES light green cardi¬ 
gan, very pretty, 2 pockets, 
small size, amazing bargain £5. 
Tel: 020 8670 6394 

CAMEL DUFFLE JACKET new 

Damart, size 12, another amaz¬ 
ing bargain. £15. Tel: 020 8670 
6394 

LADIES multi-coloured top, 
beige/pink, long length, short 
sleeves, size 24, attractive style, 
new £10. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES long length, black satin 
skirt, size 14, brand New Look 
£6.00. Tel: 020 8682 0771 



REEBOK EXERCISE BIKE 

£99.00, Dumbell with over 15kg 
weights (cast iron). £25, sit-up 
bench £15.00. Tel: 07745 641 
970 



MEN'S GOLD WATCH strap 
black, square face with dia¬ 
mond, seldom worn £25. 020 
7733 0623 


Double Radiator 1/2 price, 
standard Height: 500mm Width: 
800mm BTU: 4590 Radiator 
Wattage: 1345 Colour: White 
includes brackets, valves; virtu¬ 
ally new. Only 1 left £35. Call 
0208 670 7909 

PERFORMANCE POWER PTC 
500 WET TILE SAW Wet Tile 
Saw / Cutter - 500w - PTC500 
230-240v - 50Hz, No: 5200min, 
Disc size 110mm x 22.2mm, 
EAN 05233236. Good condition 
£25. Tel. 020 8670 7909 



PHILIPS AVENT MANUAL 
NATURAL BREAST PUMP 

BPA Free, used twice thus mint 
condition complete with 125ml 
bottle with adapter ring, stand, 
newborn teat travel pack, seal¬ 
ing disc (for milk storage), 1 
spare valve all in original pack¬ 
aging with instructions. From 
smoke and pet free home £15. 
Tel. 020 8670 7909 
BABYSTART PREMIUM 
PUSHCHAIR All extras, rain- 
cover, Cosytoes shopping bas¬ 
ket. Exc. condition £20. Tel: 020 
8853 2899 

MOTHERCARE MY4 black 
pram with raincover £20. Tel: 
020 8851 8172 


SUN LOUNGER FOLDING 
WITH DRINKS TRAY expen¬ 
sive, heavy duty white plastic, 
two wheels accept £25 with free 
new folding chair with arm 
rests. Could arrange delivery. 
Tel: 020 8692 8449 

THREE PIECE SUITE leather, 
colour maroon, two armchairs, 
one two seater settee, very 
good condition £99. Tel: 020 
8859 0975 

LAST CHANCE 3 SEATER 
SOFA sand colour, as new only 
£50. Small table & 2 chairs, 
metal £20. Tel: 020 7733 0623 
Brixton 

SMALL TABLE AND TWO 
CHAIRS metal frame wood 
seat, as new £20. Tel: 020 7733 
0623 Brixton 





WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £16, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17. Bush VCR903 inc 
remote £17 220 240V-50HZ 
VCR 903. Tel: 020 8670 4682 


FLYMO HOVER MOWER 360 
ELECTRIC with built in grass 
box in manufacturers, box 
demonstrated working 2015 
model, unwanted gift. Accept 
£75. Tel: 020 8692 8449. Could 
arrange delivery. 


CHILD'S CUDDLY TOY Claree, 
35" long excluding tail. White 
Snow Lion with black markings 
(brand new) £25. Would make a 
beautiful gift for a child at 
Easter, tel: 020 8399 9942 


VACANCIES 

FILL FASTER 
with an advert in the 
Tel: 020 8768 4923 


RECORDS WANTED FOR 
CASH! 12" singles/LP albums/- 
7" singles,££££ Rock, Indie, 
Punk, Soul, Boogie, Disco, 
Funk, Rare Grove, Reggae, Ska, 
Rocksteady, Dub, and all 
Caribbean music, large or small 
collections. £££Best Prices 
Paid! £££. Tel: 07788 209 990 

MODEL RAILWAY Items want¬ 
ed by collector, good prices 
paid for your locos, rolling 
stock. All makes & gauges con¬ 
sidered. Please call 020 8304 
9180. 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 

FAST MOBILITY SCOOTER 

good condition, long mileage 
ration. Must deliver. Tel: 020 
7064 0949 


PET TENT (cats), light blue with 
green ears and tail, ideal for 
indoors or garden, brand new, 
washable. 020 8682 0771 


LADIES MAROON LEATHER 
LOAFER STYLE SHOES with 
flap on instep and great smart 
shoe, size 6, as new, Dr 
Martens brand, no repairs ever 
required £3. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES black leather loafer 
style shoes with gold buckle 
detail on upper front. Brand 
new, size 5 1/2, £19. Tel: 020 
8682 0771 


General Services 


Legal Services 


WILLS AND PROBATE 
POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

TAX PLANNING AND TRUSTS litKWW 11IV 


Something you have been meaning to do for years: Make or Update Your Will. 

Non-complex Wills for Just £99, Mirror Wills £169. 

Home visits from a regulated law firm by a local consultant. 

Quote GLS 1 for a 5% off! 

Other Services Mirror wills, Fixed Fee Probate, Property and Family Trusts, Professional 
Executor Services, Lasting Power of Attorney, Business Wills, and more. 

0203 627 6917 INFO @ GOODWILLS GREENWICH.CO.UK 


Home Services 


Building 


AIWA ZR HIFI UNIT in cabinet, 
120 watt with record players, 
twin cassette, 5 disc CD player, 
radio VHF medium and long 
wave remote control. £60. Tel: 
01322 463 385. Mobile 07837 
198 518 


X Specialists in 

South East • Roofing • Building • Home 

General Property Maintenance Ltd . _ 

Free no obligation quote. Improvements . Fencing . 
Southeastmaintenance@outlook.com Plastering • Rubbish/House 

07824118659 Clearances etc. 


Home Services 


TREACY BUILDING 
SERVICES 


• Plumbing • Carpentry • Plastering 
• Wiring • Bricklaying • Painting 

• Decorating • Supply / Fitting new 

Kitchens / Bathrooms 
All roofing repairs & new roofs 
All work guaranteed! 

Over 25 years exp. No job too small! 
Cheapest prices in all of London 


Tel Des 07424 606 624 



HEWLETT PACKARD PRINT¬ 
ER (HP) printer from computer 
only, £10 only (excellent condi¬ 
tion). Tel: 020 8399 9942 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CAII 

020 0760 4920 

or 

020 6766 4922 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 6766 4920 

or 

020 6766 4922 



* Decorating 4 
and 

Interior Alterations 

Plastering, Carpentry, 
Painting and Paperhanging, 
Building Repairs 

v Call Bernard , 

07874 337 964 

11 ^ 
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To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 


Telephone Number inc. Code . ^1 AS SIFICATION 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 
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TO 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


TED 


8768 

4928 

or 

828 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


MAN & VAN 

FULLY INSURED 


From £26 per hour From £50 per hour 
Single Item £35 within a 2 mile radius 

020 8659 7373 Mention 
07947 994 752 pEL 

Email: info@storytotell.co.uk r ecefvea10% 
Visit: storytotell.co.uk Discount 

Minimum Booking - 2hrs 


ALLAWAY 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


Skip Hire / Rubbish Removal 



J.M. DECOR 

Interior and 
Exterior Painting 
Fully Insured 
Call 

07951 957 324 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


ALL TREE 
SERVICES 

Fully insured and 
qualified. Fast and 
friendly sevice 

1 Foss Road, 
London SW17 OTX 
02086 722 599 



Washing 

Machine 

Repairs 



STEVENS & SONS 

Plumbing & Heating 
Gas Engineers 

Family run business, Est 1961 
All plumbing & heating work 
undertaken 
Free Estimates 
Emergency Services A 
Available 24/7 

. 07982 909 405 j 


Window Cleaning 
1'c ptrtitt Ijj] 

Of«v>Oln| * 

In Lend— 

We Have ovw « f—n 
ii^«(|«k« in 

teiMimwl pre pw ln t 

Tel: 07SJ J22J4IJ 


1st Call Washing 
Machine Repairs 

Same day repair 

All work guaranteed 
Fast, Friendly Service 
All London 
area’s covered 

Call us now 

020 8776 5349 
07962 370 250 


Leisure 


Roofing & Guttering 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


Car Boot Sales 


Htmydolf 


217 Maidstone Road, Sidcup 
DAI 4 5AW - 07831 602277 


SOUTHERN ROOFING 

07811 449 737 I 020 8764 4747 
Flat Roof Specialists 

New Roofs, Roof Repairs, UPVc, Guttering & Fascias 
All Types of Lead Work and Chimneys ■ Free Estimates 

davidbraker@hotmail.co.uk 


BOOT SALES - 2015 

SUNDAYS - WEDNESDAYS - FRIDAYS 7am 
£10 standard pitch - £15 large pitch 


TRADERS NO RUBBISH TO BE LEFT ON SITE ! 
Parking £1 - Pedestrians 50p - under 16 years free 
More details on FACEBOOK.com/Honeydalefarm 
www.honeydale.co.uk (bus 233) - NO DOGS 


Clairvoyants & Psychic Events 


Storage & Removals 



BLESSED BE 

Medium Clairvoyant 
121 Private Readings 
Psychic Parties 
Reading and Healing Days 
Group Bookings 
020 3539 6314 
07549 347 507 

www.sharonaheallovelight.co.uk 

heal-love-light@hotmail.co.uk 


Cost 
effective 
advertising 
that 

produces 
results 


Highly secure storage facility 
with mailbox hire & packaging supplies 


To advertise 
your Restaurant, 

Bar or Event in Classified 
please oontaot 

020 8768 4921 


VANMERLIN 

Spiritual 
Councillor 

Tarot readings 
& healings 

Accurate advice 
and guidance 

07426 001 375 | 

THE PCT UE 'A ILL 

VACANCIES | SWUM 

FILL FASTER 

with an advert in the I 

Tel: 020 8768 4923 


Forthcoming Events 



— Jr 

HEBER PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CAR BOOT 




SUNDAY 10th MAY 2015 

9.30am-12.30pm 
HEBER PRIMARY SCHOOL 
HEBER RO, EAST DULWICH. 
SE22 9LA 

SfU_£RS 

CAR PfTCMES £10. TABLE TOPS £S 
TO BOOM- iPro-bookmg naantiah 
•malt 

or can 07968 969 942 

BUYERS £1 entry {kids free) 

CAFE SELLING HOT AND COLD DRINKS, 
BREAKFAST ROLLS AND CAKES 

Kadt vanarM Oy 

0*6* IETI 4*0 PROPERTY B H— j 


To advertise 
your Restaurant, 

Bar or Event in Classified 
please contact 

020 8768 4921 


Meetings 



General 
Election 
7th May 



Every vote matters! 

Yours is powerful. 

Make it count 

A Public Meeting will take place 

Wednesday 15th April 2015, 
7pm-9pm 

Carnegie Library 

188 Herne Hill Road, London SE24 OAG 

Panel discussion plus Q&A with prospective 
parliamentary candidates for Dulwich and 
West Norwood 

What is your position? 

What is your pledge on: 

• NHS + Social Care 

• Keeping NHS out ofTTIP 

• Housing 

• Tax avoidance and evasion by big corporations 

• Education 

• Climate change 

It’s time for change 
People Power can do it 


Public Notices 

PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 

COACH HOLIDAYS 

n Newmarket 

Holidays 

irr.irr.Tf 


Summertime 
in Bruges 
Chocolate, 

Lace & 

Medieval 
Charm 
Departs 
Aug 2015 

'Applies to new bookings 
made by 30 Nov 2014 
on selected 2015 coach 
holidays. Please quote 
promo code W2QWLF. 

Offer may be withdrawn at 
any time. 

Book online: 

WWW. 

newmarket. 
travel/slpl 7794 
Or call: 

0330 160 7742 
code SLR 

Newmarket Promotions Ltd. 
ABTAV787X. Subject 
to availability. Single 
supplements apply. 

Standard phone 4&AB1A 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the 
Newspaper Society and the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are 
accurate and in no way contravene the provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the 
Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit 
(Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. 'Classified' Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature 
will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be deemed Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must 
include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must 
make it clear that they are selling goods in the course of business either by content, format, 
size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as 'trade', ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’,'(!)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused aris¬ 
ta) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the 
advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates 
specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be 
charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, 
which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they 
deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or not the advertisement has already been 
accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes 
occur. Advertisers or their agents should therefore check their advertisements and inform us 
of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, 
do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and 
include a 0.1 % Advertising Standards Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertise¬ 
ment appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be 
revised accordingly or the publishers shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of 
the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to 
levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms 
of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest 
rate of 6% above the current bank of England base rate for each month that the 
account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance 
with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the 
advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable for payment in respect for an advertise¬ 
ments) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for 
the advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the 
advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the pub¬ 
lisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers' hosting service 
providers. Every effort is made to ensure the continuity of these services, but some occasion¬ 
al technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associ¬ 
ated companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is 
delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic 
form only subject to certain criteria. Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to 
the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ 
consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of 
trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any 
kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the 
advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than 
Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permit¬ 
ted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-refer¬ 
encing agency, which will record the fact that a search has been made. We may need to 
share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will 
only use the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if nec¬ 
essary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your 
information with other Tindle Group Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. 
We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to 
you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of com¬ 
munication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to 
all persons submitting such advertisements. 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 



Media Sales Executive 


South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 


AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY SALES TEAM. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 


What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

Karen on 020 8768 4903 or 
karen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 



EARTH FLEET Hiring 
10,000 PC0 Licensed 
PRIUS Owner Drivers 
in busy 
CENTRAL LONDON 
24/7 Driver App 
Earn More Pay Less 

Apply: hr@earthfleet.co.uk 


9i 


IntemationalFacilitiesServices 


We’re Hiring! 

If you’re looking for work this summer, 
The Kia Oval is the place to be! 

We have Housekeeping and Stewarding 
vacancies available. 

Spaces are limited so apply NOW ! 
Please go to our website and apply if you’re 
interested: www.ocs.co.uk/careers 
Email: Staffing@ocs.co.uk 

Location: Oval Cricket Ground, 

Kennington, London 
Contract Type: Casual Worker 
Pay Rate: £7.00/hour 


The Norwood School 
Crown Dale, London SE19 3NY 

A PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS SPECIALIST COLLEGE 

Telephone: 020 8670 9382 Facsimile: 020 8761 5933 
e-mail: post@thenorwoodschool.org 
Website: www.thenorwoodschool.org 
Headteacher: Mrs D. Webster NPQH 

LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS “ Term-Time Only 

Inner London Pay Scale 

Scale 3, Spine Point 14-17 (£19,644-£20,775) pro-rata 
35 hours per week, Term-Time Only 
Required for September 2015 

Norwood School is seeking to appoint enthusiastic graduates who are interested in working with young 
people and pursuing a career in teaching. If you are a bright, optimistic and hard working individual in 
need of a demanding but rewarding challenge, then this may be the role for you. 

Candidates must be passionate about making a difference to the lives of our students, have a 
commitment to continuing their own learning and a belief that every student has the right to fulfil their 
potential. 

You will be required to: 

• Be a graduate or about to become one 

• Support students in lessons and in small groups to make good progress 

• Mentor pupils 

• Have excellent literacy and numeracy skills (minimum L2 equivalent in English and Maths) 

• Follow school procedures and reinforce school expectations 

• Maintain excellent time management and punctuality 

• Show a strong desire to maximise the life chances of young people 

The above post will start from Tuesday 1st September 2015. For further details and an application form, 
please contact Sally Stanton, the Headteacher's PA on stanton.s@thenorwoodschool.ora . 

Closing date for applications: 12 noon Tuesday 5 th May 2015 

This Authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people 
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 


A 

arts colieges 



*o ,d ® 



Cherry Garden School 
Mack's Road 
London SE16 3XU 
Tel: 020 7237 4050 
Head Teacher: Teresa Neary 

Learning Support Assistant 

Required for September 2015 

(Term-Time Only, 39 weeks, 28 hours per week) 

Salary: Spine point 15 - £19,977 (Pro-Rata salary £13,363) 

Cherry Garden School is an outstanding school that meets the needs of children 
(2-11 years) with severe and complex needs. If you are interested in joining this very 
successful school and have the following qualities we would very much like to hear 
from you. 

Are you 

• enthusiastic, fit and healthy with a sense of humour 

• passionate about supporting pupils with learning disabilities 

• a team player 

We can offer 

• A friendly and supportive staff team. 

• Opportunities for continual learning. 

All Southwark schools are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expect all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. All posts are subject to pre-employment checks, references will be 
sought and successful candidates will need to undertake an enhanced DBS check. 

Application requests to the School Business Manager at 
admin@cherryaarden.southwark.sch.uk or from the school's 
website: www.cherrygardenschool.co.uk 

Closing Date: Thursday 30th April 2015 (Midday) 

Interview Date: Friday 8th May 2015 

If you are shortlisted for interview and would like to arrange a visit please call 
us on 020 7237 4050. 

Literacy and ICT test will be undertaken on the day of interviews 


DASL Direct Payments Support Service 

Personal Care 
Assistant 

VACANCIES 

Personal Assistants needed throughout 
Lambeth to support disabled adults and 
children and older people. 

Various positions available to provide support 
with personal care, cleaning, shopping and 
accessing the community. 

Various hours available. 

To view all vacancies and apply go to 
www.disabilitylambeth.org.uk/dasl/payments 


|H! 



OVERT SI 
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020 

8768 


or 

020 

8768 

492A 


General 


Domestic Worker 

wanted once a week for a 
private household. 
Time to be agreed. Good 
wage 

Reply to Box no. SI 58661 
South London Press 
23 Streatham High Road 
SW161DS 


OUT OF 
WORK? 


Join Job Seekers Club 
57-59 Trinity Road 
SW17 7SD 


Ring Walter: 

020 7738 2455 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 
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OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 


To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 


Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbrriw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1 -4.4 1/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.8 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km.Figuresmayvarydependingondrivingst y ieandconditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 


Iff? Motability 

• * The leading car scheme for disabled people 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 



sport 


Killer blow 
rocks Ramsey 

Y OU would need a heart of stone not 
to have felt some sympathy for 
beleaguered QPR manager Chris 
Ramsey after Cesc Fabregas stole an 
undeserved 88th minute victory for Chelsea 
in Sunday’s attritional derby at Loftus 
Road. 


It was the visitors’ 
first - and only - shot 
on target in a game in 
which R’s forged the 
two best chances but, in 
truth, neither team 
created enough to be 
worthy of all three 
points. 

Moments after the 
final whistle, a 
despondent Ramsey 
said: “I’m obviously 
very, very disappointed. 


I thought we could have 
got something from the 
game. We showed we 
can compete, despite the 
late goal. 

Kills you 

“It’s the detail that 
kills you. Chelsea have 
got players who can 
pass the ball, arrive in 
good places and finish. 

“It only takes one or 
two shots for the top 


• JUNIOR FOOTBALL 

Dragons on cloud nine 


KENSINGTON Dragons Under-17s destroyed Pro 
Potential Academy 9-0 on Sunday to become 
Middlesex Premier League champions. 

KD's goals came from a range of players. 
Mohammed netted a hat-trick, Rhinor notched a 
brace and there was one apiece for Ibrahim, Youel, 
Dheejay and Jonathan. 

It is the biggest win achieved by any team in the 
U17s section this season and is testimony to the 
progress made by KD, who finished second from 
bottom in the division two last season. 

The result was a true reflection o the growing 
confidence and ability of the team. Pro Potential 
Academy actually knocked Dragons out of the cup, 
winning 6-5, while the previous league fixture saw 
KD score a dramatic injury-time winner to take the 
game 4-3, so no-one expected them to clinch the 
title in such emphatic fashion. 

However, once the first goal went in, a penalty, 
the floodgates opened. Dragons scored two more 
in the first half but PPA managed to settle, and with 
the wind assisting them, they held Dragons at bay. 

Wise words from the management staff at half¬ 
time sparked renewed energy in Dragons and PPA 
didn't know what hit them. The goals came from all 
angles and a further 6 goals were scored in what 
became a relentless onslaught, which had some of 
the PPA players asking for the final whistle a lot 
earlier than it should have been. 

Unbeaten since November 

When the whistle finally came, it was a fitting way 
to end the season, as champions. But hopefully it is 
the start of something special in west London. The 
team has had its ups and downs, but have been 
unbeaten since November. As a result of dropping 
points early in the season, they needed to win 
every game after Christmas - and they did. 

By the end of January it was possible the league 
would end on a joint points total, so KD was 
challenged to keep a greater number of clean 
sheets and score more goals. Since then, Dragons 
have netted 33 goals in five games. 

U17s manager Emmanuel Alexander said: "A team 
of talented individuals, who thought turning up 
and flicking the ball around was enough, has 
morphed into a determined unit who earns the 
right to play. Where there was once indiscipline, 
there is now a regimental hunger to succeed. 

"Well done to all the players, the 
coaching/management team and parents who 
have proven that talent alone is never enough, but 
when teamed with hard work, becomes a relentless 
juggernaut running towards success. Don't believe 
me? Ask Pro Potential." 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Friday, April 17 

FULHAM U21 v Sunderland U21,1.00. 
Saturday, April 18 

CHELSEA U18 v West Bromwich Albion U18 
(League Play-off game 4), 12.00. 

FULHAM U18 v Bolton Wanderers U18,2.00. 
Blackpool v FULHAM, 3.00 
CHELSEA v Manchester Utd, 5.30. 

Monday, April 20 

Manchester City U18 v CHELSEA U18 
(FAYC Final, 1st leg), tbc. 

Southampton U21 v CHELSEA U21,7.00. 



LOFTUS ROAD 
RANGERS REVIEW 

With Tony McDonald 


players to score. From 
our point of view, we’re 
disappointed because 
we’ve conceded similar 
goals over the past 
couple of weeks." 

Defeat leaves the 
Hoops third from 
bottom, two points 
adrift of Hull City and 
now only a point above 
bottom-placed Leicester 
City, who have closed 
the gap with two 
consecutive wins. QPR 
have played a game 
more than most of their 
rivals, two more than 
Leicester. 

“I feel sorry for the 
QPR fans, who were 
fantastic all afternoon. 
To not even get a point 
is disappointing. I’m 
absolutely sick tonight, 
especially for the 
supporters. They and the 
players deserved more, 
but you just can’t afford 
to switch off like we did 
at this level. 

“We’ve got ourselves 
to blame for where we 
are in the table. Our 
concentration levels 
have not been good and 
we’ve let in a lot of late 
goals. That means you 
end up being 
disappointed more often 
than not.” 



Head-scratching: Charlie 
Austin and Joey Barton 
bewildered by Chelsea's 
late smash and grab raid 


It was a mistake by 
Robert Green - the 
goalkeeper who has 
saved QPR from defeat 
on numerous occasions 
this season - which led 
to the costly winner. His 
attempted dropkick 
clearance barely flew 30 
yards from his goal and 
when it dropped from 
the sunlit west London 
sky it was Chelsea who 
reacted quickest to 
deliver the killer blow. 

Ramsey continued: 
“You can’t blame Rob 
Green. Granted, it 
wasn’t one of his better 
clearances but the 
manner in which we 
defended it thereafter 
was shambolic. 

“We worked all week 
on a game plan. 
Everyone knew their 
jobs. And in one split 
second, a slip of 
concentration has cost 
us dearly. 

Gifted it 

“I wouldn’t have 
minded if Chelsea had 
to work hard for the 
goal, but we gifted it to 
them with our own 
sloppy defending. 

“At this level, that is 
unacceptable.” 

What a draw with the 
champions-elect would 
have done for QPR’s 
morale as the relegation 
trapdoor inches ever 
closer is incalculable. 
They had already taken 
great heart from the 
previous weekend’s 4-1 
walloping of West Brom 
and a hard-fought 3-3 
midweek draw at Aston 
Villa. 

After facing London 
rivals West Ham at 
home on Saturday week 
(April 25), R’s have 
difficult away games at 
Liverpool (May 2) and 


Manchester City (May 
10), before hosting 
Newcastle United (May 
16). Their final game is 
at Leicester (May 24). 

Ramsey added: “We’re 
still in the fight. We 
might be disappointed 
now, the players might 
be very disappointed in 
the dressing room, but 
we’ll fight on. 

“The players don’t 
need lifting - they’ll lift 
themselves. We didn’t go 
out there today and get 
embarrassed. 

“The players know 
what’s required now. 
We’ve got to turn Loftus 
Road back into a 
fortress. We’ve lost our 
last five games here by 
the odd goal and that’s 
not good enough.” 

QPR have vowed to 
ban any supporters 
found guilty of 
throwing missiles onto 
the field of play during 
the 1-0 defeat by 
Chelsea. 

On Monday, a club 
spokesperson said: “The 
club is aware that objects 
were thrown by a small 
section of supporters 
towards the pitch 
following Chelsea’s 88th 
minute goal. 

“The club takes the 
safety of all supporters 
and players very 
seriously and are 
currently reviewing 
CCTV footage of the 
aftermath of the goal in 
an attempt to identify 
those responsible. 

“Whilst we understand 
that passions run high 
during derby fixtures, 
this is not the kind of 
behaviour the club 
condones in any way, 
shape or form. 

“We take a zero 
tolerance approach to 
this sort of behaviour 
and, if the perpetrators 
are identified, they will 
be banned indefinitely 
from the stadium and, 
where appropriate, we 
will liaise with the 
Metropolitan Police. The 
club are awaiting 
communication from the 
FA following the 
referee’s report and will 
work closely with them 
in ensuring something 
like this does not happen 
again. 

“We would also appeal 
to fans with any 
information regarding 
yesterday’s incident to 
contact the club, as we 
feel it's important to 
identify the perpetrators 
as soon as possible. We 
believe they are not a 
true representation of the 
QPR fan-base.” 

Supporters who have 
information that could 
assist in QPR’s 
investigation should 
email: 

operations@qpr.co.uk. 
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W HILE 
Chelsea 
resident 
Kevin Pietersen is 
already capturing 
headlines on his 
return to Surrey, 
Kumar Sangakkara 
may well prove to be 
the best new signing 
of the county season. 


The Sri Lankan legend 
has joined the Kia Oval 
club on a two-year deal 
and will be expected to 
lead Surrey’s quest for 
promotion from the LV= 
Championship second tier 
after a disappointing 2014 
which saw them finish 
fifth in Division Two, 
ninth in their London Cup 
group and bow out in the 
semi-finals of the T20 
Blast. 

Despite quitting one- 
day international cricket 
following the recent 
World Cup, Sangakkara 
still has a lot of batting 
left in him. The 37-year- 
old scored 2,868 
international runs in 2014, 
a record for a calendar 
year, and followed that 
with four consecutive 
hundreds in the World 
Cup, another record, on 
his way to amassing 541 
in the tournament. 

The elegant left-hander, 
who will continue playing 
Tests, should be available 
for 12 of Surrey’s 16 
matches. 

Alec Stewart, Surrey 
CCC Director of Cricket, 
said: “We’re delighted 
that Kumar has agreed to 
join us. He is the number 
one Test batsman in the 
world but it’s the special 
character that he has 
which is as important to 
us at Surrey. 


Five-star player 

“He is a five-star player 
and five-star person and 
that is important because 
he will be working with 
our young home-grown 
players as they become 
serious cricketers at this 
level. He has worked a lot 
with our coach Graham 
Ford, when he was in 
charge of Sri Lanka, and 
we are both very happy to 
reach this stage.” 

Sangakkara has 
previously represented 
Warwickshire and had a 
two-game stint with 
Durham last season, 
signing off with 159. 

He has nothing left to 
prove - unlike the 34- 
year-old Pietersen, who 
hopes sacrificing financial 
riches on offer in the 
current Indian Premier 
League for strong batting 
displays on the county 
scene will pave the way 
for his return to the 
England team for this 
summer’s Ashes series. 

He hasn’t wasted any 
time catching the eye. 



Kevin Pietersen back in 
Surrey colours this season 
Pic: Rob Newell/ 

Digital South 


Ahead of their opening 
four-day league game 
against Glamorgan, which 
starts at Cardiff on 
Sunday, Pietersen stmck 
170 mns, including 24 
fours and two sixes in 149 
balls before being caught 
at midwicket on day one 
of this week’s friendly 
curtain-raiser against 
Oxford MCCU at The 
Parks. 

Pietersen unleashed 
some trademark shots to 
score his first hundred in 
any form of cricket since 
the Old Trafford Ashes 
Test in August 2013. 

He and Gary Wilson 
(119*) put on 203 for the 
sixth wicket as Surrey 
declared on 420-7. 

After his first innings in 
the red ball game since 
January 2014, Pietersen 
told Surrey’s web TV 
channel: “It’s obviously 
pressure coming into a 
game like today, it’s a bit 
of a circus, so it was nice 
to spend a lot of time out 
there. This is only just the 
start. I want a big summer 
of batting and scoring lots 
of runs. 

“I’ve only been playing 
white ball cricket for the 
past 14 or 15 months, so 
I’ve been swinging at 
every ball and in the past 
week I've had to learn to 
leave again. 

“I've just got to get my 
head down and bat and 
that’s all I want to do. If it 
leads to an England recall, 
then absolutely fantastic. 

“I always want to try 
and help the other guys in 
the room with me. I love 
the lads, it’s a fun place to 
be. We’ve got a big week 
next week in Cardiff. 
Sangakkara arrives 
tomorrow and it will be 
brilliant playing with him. 

“It’s not just about me 
scoring runs. It’s about 
contributing, making sure 
we get into winning 
positions and getting 
promoted this year, 
because that is really 
important for the club,” 
Pietersen said. 

Stewart added: “Kevin 
is a run-hungry man with 
ambition to pull on that 
England shirt again. And 
while he still has that 
ambition, he is going to 
be an asset to us.” 


2015 SURREY 
CCC FIXTURES 

APRIL 

19-22 Glamorgan, SWALEC 
Stadium, Cardiff (LVCC 2) 

26- 29 Essex, The Kia Oval (LVCC 2) 

MAY 

10-13 Leicestershire, The Kia Oval 
(LVCC 2) 

15-18 Glamorgan, The Kia Oval 
(T20) (Floodlit) 

16 Essex, Chelmsford (T20) 
(Floodlit) 

18-21 Northamptonshire, 
Northampton (LVCC 2) 

24-27 Kent, Beckenham (LVCC 2) 
29 Kent, Beckenham (T20) 

31-3 Lancashire, The Kia Oval 
(LVCC 2) 

JUNE 

5 Essex, The Kia Oval (T20) 
(Floodlit) 

7-10 Leicestershire, Grace Road 
(LVCC 2) 

12 Somerset, Taunton (T20) 

14 Sussex, Arundel (T20) 

15-18 Glamorgan, Guildford 
(LVCC 2) 

19 Kent, The Kia Oval (T20) 
(Floodlit) 

21-24 Derbyshire, Derby (LVCC 2) 
26 Glamorgan, SWALEC Stadium, 
Cardiff (T20) (Floodlit) 

27- 30 Gloucestershire, 

The Kia Oval (LVCC 2) 

JULY 

1 Gloucestershire, The Kia Oval 
(T20) (Floodlit) 

03 Middlesex, The Kia Oval (T20) 
(Floodlit) 

10 Hampshire, The Ageas Bowl, 
Southampton (T20) (Floodlit) 

13- 16 Kent, The Kia Oval (LVCC 2) 

17 Somerset, The Kia Oval (T20) 
(Floodlit) 

23 Middlesex, Lord's (T20) 
(Floodlit) 

24 Sussex, The Kia Oval (T20) 

26 Leicestershire, Grace Road, 
Leicester (50L) 

27 Northamptonshire, The Kia 
Oval (50L) (Floodlit) 

29 Yorkshire, The Kia Oval, (50L) 

31 Durham, Emirates Durham ICG, 
(50L) 

AUGUST 

2 Derbyshire, Guildford (50L) 

4 Worcestershire, The Kia Oval 
(50L) (Floodlit) 

7-10 Essex, Colchester (LVCC 2) 

17 Somerset, Taunton (50L) 

18 Gloucestershire, Bristol (50L) 

21- 24 Gloucestershire, Bristol 
(LVCC 2) 

SEPTEMBER 

1-4 Derbyshire, The Kia Oval 
(LVCC 2) 

14- 17 Lancashire, Old Trafford, 
Manchester (LVCC 2) 

22- 25 Northamptonshire, 

The Kia Oval (LVCC 2) 

Key: LVCC 2 — LV=County 
Championship Division 2; 

T20 — NatWest T20 Blast; 

50L - Royal London One-Day Cup. 
For latest fixture updates, visit 

www.kiaoval.com 


Of course, the big 
question is: can Surrey 
contain Pietersen’s ego 
and manage him for the 
greater good before his 
hoped for return to the 
international fold? 

“We have had no 
problems with him,” says 
Stewart. “I know there are 
plenty of other dressing 
rooms and plenty of other 
teams he has played with 
which may differ. But 
from our experiences, he 
has been as good as gold.” 
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SEVENTH 

HEAVEN 



Cesc Fabregas carrying out his masked raid at Shepherd's Bush Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


C HELSEA are in seventh heaven - 
seven points ahead of second 
placed Manchester United in the 
Premier League title race with seven 
games to go. 

With the chasing pack having played one game more 
than the Blues, the title seems to be heading 
inexorably, kick by kick, back to Stamford Bridge for 
the first time in five years. 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

fixture. That is a prospect Chelsea fans will drool over. 

After the last-gasp winner at Loftus Road, Jose 
Mourinho was full of praise for his side. 


Match-winner Cesc 
Fabregas - wearing a 
black facemask to protect 
his broken nose - has not 
yet returned to the 
imperious best form that 
made him stand out in the 
first part of the season, 
something not lost on 
Mourinho. 

“It’s difficult to play at Loftus Road,” he said. “The 
pitch is short, not wide, it’s slow, and a 1.30pm kick- 



This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


be champions. 

“OK, we lost two points at Manchester United in the 
last minute but we won two in the last minute here at 


We controlled them very well, kept them far from off is also not the best time to develop a game with QPR- Also against Everton. The team was very stable 


our penalty box. It’s in the box where Charlie Austin intensity. 

_ _ , , , , , , and Bobby Zamora are killers. We kept them outside 

On Sunday, in a scrappy game that lacked class and (he feox a „ (he time bu( th closed us down well 

ion\7 rrr'va I cr*r\ri n rr f BaIcaq pama r\nt J J 


and that stability allowed us to come into the last 
it was a very defensive game from their point of minute with a chance t0 win * e g ame -’ 


many goalscoring opportunities, Chelsea came out on 
top against west London rivals and relegation-haunted 
QPR. 

Cesc Fabregas put the eminently forgettable derby 
to bed with two minutes left on the clock. 

The Blues can regain the crown if they win four out 
of the seven, although the silverware could be theirs 
even sooner if other results go their way. 


and were very organised defensively. 

Emotional control 


“They gave us a difficult match. It was a typical 0-0 course, won two for the Blues in his first spell at SW6, 
with 1-0 from an occasional situation. So, obviously, 


The only team capable of overhauling Chelsea, 
should they collapse completely, are Arsenal, who 
have just won eight top flight games on the spin - a 

Mourinho can sniff another league title. He has, of ^ rern ' er League record. 

Asked if the three points against QPR would have 


view, so it was difficult to create chances. It was 
difficult for Cesc, and also for Willian and Eden 
Hazard, 


I am very happy with my team because we kept good 
emotional control. We never lost our balance, we were 


But with Manchester United and second place not under pressure. If we’d had to go home with a Sprnn (once with Real Madrid). 

nrvinf mo Viotio Koon Vionm r uiitVi fkof Rnf WliPTi T llflVP, nP.PT) H Pn/HTlHinr 


Arsenal up next for Chelsea, the title-winning game 
could be at home to Crystal Palace, with Liverpool 
providing a guard of honour for them in the following 


point, we would have been happy with that. But we “When I have been a champion, I remember a couple 
scored at a crucial moment. Obviously I feel sorry for of matches my team won in the last minute,” he said, 
them because they worked hard.” 


in 2004-05 and 2005-06, but he has also won the frustrated the Gunners, who had overnight closed the 
championship in three other countries - Portugal gap at the top to four points before Chelsea restored it 
(twice with Porto), Italy (twice with Inter Milan) and t0 seven P oints at Loftus Road - Mourinho tried to 

deflect attention away from their rival’s efforts when 
he said: “I don’t know. What I know is it’s not normal 
for a team to be top of the league since day one, since 




Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Symons answers his critics 


A little light that shines for the team that are going to Au S ust ’ evei 7 S® 1 ™ to P of * e lea S ue " that ' s the team 

that deserves all the credit. 

“Other teams put in good runs but we have had a 
good run since day one. Nobody should be 
disappointed. A good run since August... I think we 
deserve it.” 

With leading scorer Diego Costa nursing his 
damaged hamstring for at least another couple of 
weeks, Mourinho has to make do with old warhorse 
Didier Drogba and France striker Loic Remy, who was 
also unfit to play at QPR: “He has a small injury. I 
think he should play next game, or be on the bench. 
He should be available,” said Blues’ boss. 


F ULHAM manager Kit Symons has 
answered the critics who booed his 
team off the field at Craven Cottage 
after twice conceding the lead to relegation- 
doomed Wigan Athletic in last Friday's 2-2 
draw. 

Symons said: "I understand people are 
frustrated that we didn't win the game - three 
points would have been virtually a celebration. 
It wasn't to be and people are disappointed. 

"My remit is to do the right thing for the club 
and keeping us in the Championship is the only 
thing that matters to me. What people think of 
decisions I make is up to them. 

"When I took over, we had one point from 
seven games and were in dire straits. We've 
turned it around and will do enough to keep us 
in the division and then rebuild and be better 
and stronger next year." 

There were also grumbles of discontent 
among the crowd when top scorer Ross 
McCormack, who gave Whites a fourth minute 
lead, made way for Kostas Stafylidis deep into 
injury-time. 

Symons explained: "Ross has played a lot of 
football and is carrying a bit of a knee injury. 


With two minutes to go I thought we were 
creating chances from central and Ross was in a 
wider area. I wanted to win the game, of course I 
did, but I was equally concerned about making 
sure we got the point." 

The draw left Fulham nine points clear of the 
drop zone ahead of last night's home clash with 
another struggling side, Rotherham United. 
After taking a point against Wigan, Symons said: 
"We could have wrapped it up and put the 
game to bed and I would have slept a lot better 
tonight if we'd done that. It wasn't to be and it's 
another point towards safety, which is of 
paramount importance to this club." 

Careful what you wish for 

Symons will be aware of speculation 
surrounding his future at the club. Reports have 
linked Sam Allardyce with the Fulham 
manager's job - his contract at West Flam 
expires in June and their owners have shown no 
sign of renewing it. And after a wretched run of 
one league win in 15 games since before 
Christmas, there are plenty of Flammers fans 
who would warn their Fulham counterparts: 

'Be careful what you wish for!'. 


■ REDUCED SEASON TICKET PRICES 
IN an age when many greedy football clubs 
are rightly criticised for fleecing their fans, 
it's good to report that Fulham have 
announced reductions in season ticket prices 
for next season. 

All season tickets for 2015-16 have been 
reduced by 15 per cent. 

In an open letter to supporters, Fulham 
chairman Shaid Khan said on Monday:"! know 
you have a choice as to whether you stay on this 
journey with us, and that's why I want to reward 
all our season ticket holders with a 15 per cent 
reduction on last season's price. 

"It's the least we can do to honour the loyalty 
you've shown us. And, because we have always 
been a family club, we're making it easier than 
ever to bring your children to matches in 2015- 
16, by reducing all our junior ticket prices by 50 
per cent everywhere in the ground." 

As a further benefit, the west London club has 
announced that the age bands for Junior 
supporters and Young Persons have been 
increased from under-16 to under-17, and 17 to 
21-year-olds respectively. 

All prices available from www.fulhamfc.com. 


World-class goalkeepers 

Mourinho is blessed to have two world-class 
goalkeepers in the form of Thibaut Courtois and Petr 
Cech. Belgium No.l Courtois pulled off important 
saves to deny Charlie Austin and Matt Phillips in 
Sunday’s win. 

“Courtois helped us win the match,” said Mourinho. 
“But defensively, we were very strong all during the 
game, even at set-pieces. QPR were difficult 
opponents, big guys that are good in the air. Courtois 
was there for us. 

“I told him that after Hull and Charlie Adam’s 
incredible 66-yard goal that we needed him to give us 
a couple of points, and he did that.” 

Cech is expected to seek a Stamford Bridge exit in 
the summer - ironically, QPR’s Robert Green could 
be heading into the Bridge to replace him - in pursuit 
of regular first team action. But it’s the sheer 
professionalism of the Czech international that 
astounds Mourinho. 

“Cech is fantastic. His attitude is amazing, you know. 
Before the game, he was telling the captain John Terry 
to choose, if he wins the toss, to go into a certain goal 
because, with a 1.30pm kick-off time that goal is better 
to play in because of the sun. He was not playing but 
he was thinking for Courtois. 

“So if you have someone like him on the bench with 
that kind of attitude, he deserves everything.” 
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